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These lessons were drawn up primarily for the advantage of 
candidates preparing for Confirmation. It is thought that 
they may be useful also as a Manual for Teachers in Sunday 
and Elementary Day Schools in the instruction of elder 
children ; and the following suggestions are offered with a 
view to their employment in this manner. 

Where it may be practicable to place the Manual in the 
hands of all the pupils in a class, the work of teaching will 
probably be found easier, and the attention of the class be 
more readily sustained. Where, however, only the teacher 
has the Manual, he might form for himself, beforehand, a set 
of questions for each lesson, in some such mode as the sub- 
joined list of questions, which will be found to rest upon, as 
well as apply to, the Introductory Chapter. 

1. What is a Creed ? Give a short answer. A longer. 
How many Creeds are there? 

For how long have they been believed ? 

2 . Tell me their names. 

3. When was the Apostles' Creed written ? 

4. And when the Nicene and Athanasian ? And why ? 

5. Which parts of the Apostles' Creed have been most enlarged 

in the later Creeds, ist. 2nd. 3rd. 

6. How can we be sure that the Articles of Belief contained in 

the Creeds are true ? 
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7. What promises did our Lord leave us concerning His 

Church ? 1st. 2nd. 3rd. Your conclusion from this ? 
What is the Bible ? 

8. Could we know these truths if left to ourselves ? 

9. Why is it so important we should know and believe them? 

(Five points in answer. ) 

10. How did God reveal all this upon earth ? 

And how did He bear witness to the truth of our Lord's 
teaching ? 

11. What will become of people who have no knowledge of 

Christ? 

12. And what of those who have only imperfect knowledge? 

13. 14. Why should all Christians be anxious to learn correctly 

what they ought to believe? (Four points in answer.) 

15. Repeat the sentence in the Athanasian Creed about the 

necessity of belief to salvation. 
And a corresponding passage in Hebrews. 

16. What will become of wilful disbelievers ? 

17. Repeat the statement in the Athanasian Creed concerning 

them. 
And our Lords words in S. Mark, 

Here, it may be noticed, every question is drawn directly 
out of the statement contained in the corresponding number 
of the chapter. A circumstance which will be found no dis- 
advantage in winning the children's minds to retain what is 
taught, if only they themselves are invariably required to 
give the whole statement in their answer, and not simply the 
few words which might perhaps at times be thought sufficient. 

Thus ch. ii. 2. The teacher will, presumably, first give to 
his class a definition of God as there expressed. After that 
he must not be contented with the answer •• God " to the 
question •• Who is the only Being Who lives of Himself and 
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never was made ? " He should make his pupils understand 
that he expects the substance of his question returned to him 
in words, as well as the addition which makes the sentence a 
complete assertion. And the child should reply, " God is the 
only Being Who lives of Himself and was never made." 

As a matter of fact, when preparing these lessons for my 
own class, I did so express question and answer ; giving the 
question, and then in the answer the body of what the 
question contained. In this way everything, practically, 
came to be written twice ; and as the lessons grew it became 
evident that, if they were printed, there would be a consider- 
able increase caused in the publishing expenses without a 
sufficient corresponding gain. But this reason does not apply 
to the actual verbal instruction; and I am sure that with 
regard to anything which we wish children to learn and 
believe, it is a great assistance to them if they themselves 
repeat all the words that are required to express the truth 
which we desire them to receive into their minds. 
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In the event of the following chapters being used as material 
for simple expositions of the Christian Faith, they might be 
adapted to the various seasons of the Church Year, and other 
special occasions, according to the plafi given below. In 
many cases the words of the Creed, which refer to the 
section treated of, would appear to be the most suitable 
text ; but a substitute is provided throughout. 

xvii. 1-15. The Return to Judgment, under four headings, with 
exhortation — Repent while there is time. Live now so as 
not to dread the day when you must appear in the visible 
Presence of your King. Think of their blessedness who, 
having no fear, will meet our Lord with wondering amaze- 
ment of love. Text, Acts i. 11, " This same Jesus," &c. 

xvii. 16-30. The Judgment, in four divisions, as given also in 
analysis. Text, Rev. xx. 12, down to " the books were 
opened." 

xxiv. Resurrection to Life, in three divisions, as given : with ex- 
hortation " that we may win Christ, and be found in Him, 
not having our own righteousness : and that we may know 
Him and the power of His Resurrection, if by any means we 
may attain unto the resurrection of the dead." Phil. iii. 8-11. 
Text, " Having this hope let us purify ourselves, even as He 
is pure.'* Coll. for Epiph. vi. 
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XXV. Eternal Life. Take this under three heads, 1-4: 58 (sub- 
divide 5, 6, and 7, 8) : 9-14. Treat 15 as a parenthesis. And 
sum up with 15, 16. Text, Rev. xxi. 3, "God Himself shall 
be with them, and be their God." 

v. i-io. The Saving Name. Three headings, 1-4, 10: 5-7: 8, 9. 
Text, Acts iv. 12. 

V. 10-19. The Personal Name. Two headings, 10-14 : 15-19. 
Text, S. John xiii. 13. 

€l^ri^tmngy or ((^ptpljanii. 

vil. The Divinity of the Son ; under three headings, with exhorta- 
tion upon the worship due to Christ. Text, S. John v. 23, 
"That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father." 

viii. The two Natures of Christ. Three headings, 2-5 : 6-12 : 13-18 
(subdivided 13-16, and 17, 18). With exhortation upon Jesus 
Christ as our God and our Brother, and the reverence there- 
fore meet to be mingled with our love, the confidence with 
our fear. Text, S. Matt. i. 23, "Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us." 

ix. 1-15. The Unity of Christ's Person. Three headings. Ex- 
hortation — The perfect Mediator between God and man : the 
Daysman, able to be touched with our infirmities, yet needing 
not to offer for Himself : having taken on Himself the form 
of a servant, yet as such saying to Nicodemus that He was 
" the Son of Man which is in Heaven " Text, Athanasian 
Creed, " Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not 
two, but One Christ." 

vi. The Messiahship. Under three headings. Text, Acts ii. 36. 
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iv. Creation. Three headings, 1-4, 6 ; with 5 as a parenthesis : 
7-13 (sub-divided 7-10, 11-13): and 14, 15 conclusion. Text, 
Gen. i. 31, to '* behold, it was very good." 

xii. The Loss of Life. Five headings as given under A. and B., 1-25. 
Text, Gen. ii. 17, from " in the day." 

ILtnU 

xxiii. Forgiveness of Sin. Five headings as given. If short ser- 
mons are wished for, or much use is made of the Scripture 
references, this chapter would divide into two Expositions, viz., 
2-10; Text, Ezek. xviii, 21 : and 11-26; Text, Prov. xxviii. 13. 

X. Christ Suffering. Four divisions, with exhortation to Christ- 
likeness. *• Weep with them that weep," trying, when possible, 
to relieve them, though at inconvenience to ourselves. Have 
a tender compassion towards sinners, considering what they 
lose, and the sorrow which will fall on them. Imitate the 
love of the Good Shepherd seeking the lost, the brambles 
entering into His own Feet, and be willing to go through 
some self-denial in search for His erring ones. Text, S. Matt. 
viii. 17, from " Himself took," &c. 

xi. 1-15. Gethsemane. Introduction, three headings, and exhort- 
ation—Once a year, at least, let us draw near to Him and 
watch, as He would have had His disciples do : once a 
year try to take a realization of the pain of His sufferings 
into ourselves : and endeavour to be one with Him, as much 
as lies in us, in some far off way, in His Crucifixion, as we 
trust hereafter to be in the glory of His Resurrection. Text, 
S. Matt. xxvi. 38. 

xi. 16-38. The part of Pilate. Three headings. Text, S. John xix. 11. 
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xii. The tasting of Death. 26-34. Three divisions given under C : 
and apply — How earnestly we should seek to live up to the 
nobility of this Resurrection life which Christ won for us at 
such a cost. We are passed from death unto life. •• Ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." 

xiii. The Crucifixion and Burial. Four divisions. Text, Isa. liii. 9. 

xiv. The Descent to Hades. Four divisions, with conclusion— The 
change this has made in our thoughts about the grave. Text, 
S. Luke xxiii. 43, and i S. Peter iii. 18, 19. 

XV. 1-16. The Resurrection. Three headings, and exhortation on 
text. Col. iii. i. 

XV. 17-27. Slowness of Belief in the Resurrection. Three headings. 
And exhortation : — We must believe that God is if we wish 
to know anything rightly about Him. We shall not see the 
sun unless we turn to it, though its warmth and brightness 
may be all around us. We must not expect to come to the 
Sight of God unless first we try to live like Him. Text, 
S. John XX. 29. 

xvi. 1-17. The Ascension in its relation to Prayer. Four headings, 
and exhortation. "Let us come boldly," &c., (Heb. iv. 16, 
Text), and humbly, lest we fall under S. James' condemna- 
tion, iv. 3. 

xvi. 18-28. Other aspects of Christ's government of the World. 
Four headings. Exhortation, (a) Trust Him who cares for 
His children, and will bring them good. (^)Do not make 
light of Satan : he is the Adversary, having dominion over 
those who submit to him. (c) Be steadfast in maintaining 
a true standard of right and wrong. Text, Eph. 1. 20-23. 
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xviii. 1-18. The Divinity and work of the Holy Ghost. Five head- 
ings. Exhortation on text, 2 Cor. vi. i. 

xviii. 19-24, xix. 1-4, 88. The Grace received through Sacraments. 
Four divisions (or, omitting § 88, three.) Exhortation. These 
Sacramental gifts the Christian's birthright. Do not despise 
them, nor undervalue them, nor think them a charm. But, 
seeking and receiving them, work together with God in 
accomplishing your warfare upon earth. Text, Gen. xxv. 34. 

Crtm'ttt, 

i. God. Six headings. Text, Isa. xliv. 6. 

S^uiilTHSig after Crtiuti?. 

Introductory Chapter, 1-7. Belief. Three divisions, viz., What a 
Creed is : The three Creeds we have : Our ground for 
believing them. Text, ** Keep us steadfast in this Faith." 
Trin. Sun. Collect : or 2 Tim. i. 13. 

Introductory Chapter, 8-17. Belief Four divisions, viz., The con- 
tents of the Creeds : How revealed : The relation of Belief to 
Salvation : The consequence of Wilful Unbelief. Text, as 
above, or 1 S. Peter iii. 15. 

ii. Adoption in Christ. Four divisions. Text, Rom. viii. 15, 
from '* Ye have received." 

iii. Omnipotence. Two divisions, i-ii and 12-15, with points as 
in analysis. Text, ' ' God, Who declarest Thy Almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity " : Collect for Trin. xi. 

xix. A. Baptism. Five divisions. Text, S. Mark x. 14, from 
" Suffer," &c. 

xix. B. Confirmation. Four divisions. Text, Heb. vi. i, 2. 
*' The foundation... of laying on of hands." 
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xix. C. Holy Communion. 38-46. Six divisions. Text, S. John 

vi. 50. 
xix. C. 47-59. Three divisions, thus 53-58, 59: 50-52: 47-49. 

S. John vi. 57. 

xix. E. Matrimony. Suitable for the 2nd and 3rd Sundays in Lent. 
61-69, ^^^ 79i with introduction concerning the honour given 
to those who receive grace from God to live a pure and holy 
unmarried life. The recognition of this by our Lord and 
His Apostles, (S Matt. xix. 12, " He that is able to receive 
it,'' &c., and i Cor. vii. 25 onwards.) And the reward 
appointed. (Rev. xiv. 3.) Exhortation on the Unity of Mar- 
riage ; 69 ; with opportunity to denounce any other going 
together of man and yeoman, and to declare the punishment 
appointed for all such sin. i S. Peter iii. 7, *' Heirs together 
of the grace of life." 

xix. E. 70-78. Eph. V. 31. Exhortation against any going back 
from the standard of Christian Morality. 

xix. G. Unction. Text, S. James v. 14, 15. 

dBtabtr ^uulrapi^. 

XX. I-I2. The Church. Five divisions. Eph. i. 22, 23, '*The 
Church, which is His Body." 

XX. 13-22. The Apostolic Ministry. Four divisions. Eph. iv. 11,12. 

xxi. i-ii. The Church in the Parish. Four divisions, 1-4 : 5:6-8: 
9-II. Text, Hebrews xiii. 17. 

xxi. 12-22. The Church, Diocesan and Universal. Four divisions. 
12-16, &c. Text, S. John xvii. 21. 

xxii. 1-9. Saintship. Three headings. Text, Eph. i. 11. 

xxii. 10-20. The Saints at Rest. Four headings. Heb. xii. 22, 23, 
*• Ye are come . . to the spirits of just men made perfect." 
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xxiL 21-37. Our remembrance of souls departed. Four headii 
3 Tim. i. 18. 

xxii. 38-42. An honour due to Saints. Introduction : three poi 
39, 40, 41 : Application. Text, Rom. xiii. 7. " Rendc 
all their dues, honour to whom honour." 

ix. 3-11. QioroKos: vide Christmastide or Epiphany. 

ix. 16-18, Ever-Virgin : with application upon the honour givei 
God, and therefore due from us, to the blessed lady ca 
to this dignity. 

It is hoped that constant use will be made of the Scripl 
references given throughout each chapter. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



1-6. What the Creeds are. 6, 7. Their truth. 8-10. Their 
importance. 11, 12. Concerning imperfect knowledge. 13-16. 
Complete knowledge. 16, 17. And wilful unhelief . 

1. There are three statements of the great truths 
about God and man which all Christian people ought 
always to believe, which have been handed down to 
us from the time when the Christian religion was first 
known and believed in the world. 

Each of these statements of Christian faith is called 
a Creed. 

2. Their Names are the Apostles* Creed, the 
Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. 

3. The Apostles* Creed was either written by the 
Apostles themselves, or was formed very near to the 
time when they were alive on earth. 

4. The Nicene and Athanasian Creeds were drawn 
up afterwards, to explain and enlarge parts of the 
first, about which heretics had taught false doctrine. 
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5. The parts of the Apostles' Creed which have 
been most enlarged in the later Creeds are those 
portions which declare the Divinity and the Incarna- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ : the part which relates 
to the Person of the Holy Ghost : and the doctrine of 
the Blessed Trinity (which is contained in the Apostles' 
Creed without being stated there in express words). 

6. We are sure that the Articles of Belief contained 
in the Creeds are true, because they have been always 
taught by the Church, and they can all be proved out 
of the Bible. 

7. Our Lord promised that He would be with His 
Church unto the end of the world; that His Holy 
Spirit should guide her into all the truth ; and that 
the gates of Hell should not prevail against her. 
Therefore whatever the Church has always believed 
must be true. 

The Bible has in it a revelation from God, the 
knowledge of which it is the duty of the Church to 
keep alive and spread abroad in the world. 

8. These truths which are contained in the Bible, 
which the Church has to teach, and which are ex- 
pressed briefly in the Creeds, are high and wonderful 
things, which we could not know of ourselves, nor, 
indeed, in any way, if God had not revealed them to us. 
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9. To know and believe them is of the very 
greatest importance to our eternal happiness, for they 
tell us 

Who made us, 

Who saved us from the worst consequences of sin, 

Who helps us to be good and holy, 

Where we are to go at last when this short life is 
ended. 

And what we have to go through before we can 
reach our final resting-place. 

10. God has made all this known upon earth 
chiefly by sending our Lord Jesus Christ to men : 
and He witnessed to the truth of what our Blessed 
Lord taught by the wonderful works our Lord did, 
and the heavenly life He lived. S.John x, 37, 38. 

11. People who have never heard from anyone 
about Jesus Christ will, nevertheless, be saved by God 
through the merits of our Blessed Lord, if they do 
their best to live righteously according to the know- 
ledge they have. J^om, it. 12-16. 

12. People who know something about our dear 
Lord, but do not believe everything in the Bible 
because no one has taught them properly, are helped 
by God according to their faith ; and they will be 
saved at last if they persevere steadfastly in believing 
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and doing all they know to be right and true. Rom, 
X. 13 ; I Cor, xii, 3. 

13. All Christians ought, however, to take every 
opportunity to learn correctly what it is they should 
believe ; because according as they have better know- 
ledge they are better able to seek help from God. 
Col, ix, 10. 

14. And without this knowledge we can neither 
" Hold fast the form of sound words." 2 Tim. 

i, 13 ; Hi, 14 ; Tit, i, 9. 

Nor " contend earnestly for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints." Jude i, 3. 

Nor can we be ** ready always to give answer to 
every man that asketh (us) a reason concerning the 
hope that is in (us)." i S. Peter Hi, 15. 

As we are bidden to do. 

15. In the Athanasian Creed it is stated that 
** Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith." 

This is in effect the same as what is written in 
Heb, xi, 6. 

" Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing 
unto God : for he that coraeth to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that 
seek after Him." 
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We cannot know how we should hve so as to please 
God unless we first beheve that He exists, and what 
it is He wishes us to do. 

1 6. If anyone has been properly taught about God, 
and yet shuts up his heart against believing, such an 
one cannot be saved. 

17. With regard to such it is that the Athanasian 
Creed declares " Except every one do keep (the 
Catholic Faith) whole and undefiled : without doubt 
he shall perish everlastingly." And our Lord, among 
His last words to the Apostles, said, " He that dis- 
believeth shall be condemned." S. Mark xvu 16. 
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/ BELIEVE IN GOD, 



2. Who God 18. 3-7. Trinity In Unity. 8-10. The Vision of 
Ood. 11-16. The Abode of Ood. 17. The certainty of His 
Being. 

1. The first thing taught in the Apostles' Creed is 
that we believe in God. 

2. God is the only self-existent Being ; that is, the 
only Being Who lives of Himself and never was made. 
Ex. iiu 14; Isa. xliv. 6. 

It is God Who has made all things. Isa, xlii. 5. 
It is God Who rules all things, i Chr, xxix. 11, 12. 

3. We believe that there is only one God. 
But that there are Three Persons in God. 

And this Mystery of Three Persons in one God we 
call the mystery of Trinity in Unity. 

4. By a ** Mystery " we mean something we are 
unable to understand or explain properly. A Christian 
mystery is a truth of religion which we cannot fully 
enter into, and to the true acknowledgment of which 
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we can never come by the human intellect, unless it 
be quickened by the Grace of the Holy Ghost. 

5. The Three holy Persons in the ever-blessed 
Trinity are named in the Bible, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost S, Matt, xxviii, 19. 

6. No one of these is greater or less than the 
others. We are expressly taught that They are all 
infinite, eternal, and almighty : and that They have 
exactly the same majesty and glory. 

7. In the Athanasian Creed it is declared that in 
the Blessed Trinity " None is afore or after other : 
none is greater or less than another. 

" But the whole Three Persons are co-eternal 
together and co-equal. 

" So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in 
Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped." 

8. In His revelation of Himself to man, God has 
not made known what is the appearance of the God- 
head. 

He is a Spirit. 

And He has no body, parts, or passions, such as we 
have. S,/ohn iv. 24 ; Acts ocvii, 29 ; Isa. xL 18. 

9. We only know that God is so wonderfully 
glorious and splendid that the holy angels veil their 
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faces and worship when they come into His Presence : 
and S. Paul speaks of Him as " dwelling in light un- 
approachable." Isa, vi. 2 ; i Tim, vi, i6. 

And in Exodus xxiv. lo, there is a description of 
the Glory which God manifested, to Moses and others, 
beneath His Presence. See also Exod, xxxiii. 18-20. 

10. God the Father has never been seen by any 
man. S,/ohn vi, 46 ; i Tim, vi, 16. 

But God the Son, having laid aside His Divine 
Majesty, once lived upon earth as Man. 

And God the Holy Ghost once appeared in " bodily 
form like as a dove," and at another time as " cloven 
tongues like as of fire." 

11. The special Home of God is in Heaven. Eph, 
/. 20 ; Ileb, via. 1. 

But God is also everywhere : for He says, " I, the 
Lord, fill all things." Jer, xxiii, 24. 

12. The Holy Scriptures teach us to believe that 
God's majesty, love, grace, and glory, fill heaven and 
earth. But yet that His Presence is more fully 
revealed in Heaven than anywhere else. 

13. In the world, in addition to the general way 
in which God is everywhere, God the Holy Ghost is 
present in particular with all people who have been 



S Seltrbe in ^alr. 9 

baptized : and, we may believe, also visits all other 
people in some degree, in order to lead them, if they 
will follow, to holiness. S. John xkh 17 ; Acts x, 35. 

14. Another way in which God comes amongst us 
is this : Our Lord Jesus Christ causes the Bread and 
Wine of Holy Communion to become the Communion 
to us of His own Sacred Body and Blood. And so 
He dwells with everyone who receives Holy Commun- 
ion faithfully, in a different way from that in which He 
is with other people, i Cor. x. 16; S,Johnxiv, 18, 23. 

15. We may, therefore, say God is present in the 
world in three distinct ways. 

(i.) He has one mode of Presence by which He is 
everywhere, sees, knows, permits, supports, everything. 

(ii.) God the Holy Ghost is present especially with 
every baptized person, and, indeed, in some measure 
with every person who has a conscience at all. 

(iii.) Our Lord Jesus Christ causes His Sacred 
Human Nature to be present in a peculiar sacramental 
manner to all Christians who faithfully worship and 
receive Him in the Holy Communion. 

16. There is one place where we can, in a sense, 
say God is not present, namely. Hell. 

Yet even in Hell God's Justice is present to con- 
demn, God's Power to punish. 
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17. We do not see God; but there are many 
things to make us sure that God is. 

(i.) Everything that we can see must have been 
made by someone, for nothing could begin out of 
nothing. But there must be some Being which never 
was made, and that is God ; and there must be God 
to make everything else. 

(ii.) God also has shown that He is by appearing 
manifestly in Visions and Wonders. Exod. Hi, 2-6 ; 
I Kings xix, 9-13. By sending angels from the other 
world to this who have at times been seen. Numb, 
xxii, 31 ; Acts xii. 7. And specially by sending our 
Lord Jesus Christ to make known to us all that it is 
necessary for us to believe about Him. S, John /. 18. 

(iii.) God has also caused many prophecies to be 
uttered, and miracles to be worked in the world, 
which no one could have spoken or done by any 
earthly power. 1 Kings xviii, 36-39 ; Isa. liii. 

(iv.) He makes Himself felt in our own consciences. 

(v.) He gives answers to prayer, and, when He sees 
it necessary, interferes in the affairs of the world, in a 
way which makes it quite certain that He is taking 
note of everything which goes on at this present time. 



11. 

/ BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER. 



1-3. The Divine Fatherhood. 4-7. Our Adoption. 8-10. Com- 
pared with the Relationship to Ood of Non-Christian Commu- 
nities. 11,12. Our Election. 

1. God is " the Father " in a threefold sense : — 
He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ : 

Of all Christian people : 

And of all the heathen. £p/i. Hi. 14-16; w, 6. 

2. God has been the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from all eternity, in a wonderful way, which is 
part of the Mystery of the ever-blessed Trinity. 
S. Matt Hi, 17 ; S, John v, 26. 

3. We say God is the Father of heathen people, 
because He has both made them and keeps them in 
life. Acts xvii. 24-28, 

4. God is in a special manner "our Father" in 
the Church by Covenant-relationship, i S, John Hi. i ; 
Rom, via, 15. 

5. A Covenant is an agreement between two parties. 
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In our Agreement with God, we promised Him 

(i.) " To renounce the devil and all his works ; the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world ; and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh. 

(ii.) To believe all the articles of the Christian faith. 

(iii.) And to keep God's holy Will and command- 
ments all the days of our life. 

6. God on His side promised 

(i.) To help us to do what is right while we are 
here. 

(ii.) And, if we do our best to be true to Him on 
earth, to give us glorious happiness in Heaven hereafter. 

7. This Agreement, or Covenant, was made for us 
with God at the time when He adopted us as His 
children at our Baptism. Ga/, iv, 4-6. 

8. I wish to explain more fully the difference 
between the two ways in which we and heathen people 
are children of God, and can look to Him as a Father. 

Imagine to yourselves a good, kind-hearted gentle- 
man, who has a large house of his own, and in this 
house a number of children whom he very greatly 
cares for and loves. And then imagine that on his 
property, near his house, there are cottages in which 
people live who work for him on his land. In these 
cottages there will, of course, be many children. And 
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this gentleman, of whom we are thinking, will be kind 
to all those children. If he finds out that any are 
starving, he will take care to have food given them : if 
any are so badly off that they cannot get clothes 
enough to wear in the cold weather, he will have some 
warm jackets or cloaks sent them : if any are ill, he 
will be sorry for them, and glad when they get better. 
In some degree he will love and care for them all, but 
for whom will he care most ? Whom will he love 
most and do most for ? His own children, who live 
in his own house, or those children who live in his 
cottages close by ? There is no doubt that he will 
love and care for his own children most. 

9. Now, God has in the world a Church, which 
He calls His Household ; and He adopted us to be 
His children, and members of this Household, when 
we were baptized. But the unbaptized cannot be 
members of it, because they have never so much as 
entered it. E/>/i, it, 19-21. 

Still heathen people, and the unbaptized, are God's 
children ; only in a less near way. God made them ; 
it is He Who keeps them through life ; and in other 
ways He shows that He bears them in mind. IVisd, 
xi, 23-26. 

10. We have, therefore, to believe that God loves 
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and cares for all whom He has made, and helps them 
in many ways. But He helps and blesses those who 
are His children in His Household, the Church, much 
more than those who are not. 

11. This adoption is, in short, the peculiar privi- 
lege which God has bestowed upon Christian people 
above all other nations of the world, solely by His own 
grace and Will, and not for any goodness or work of 
our own. And the Apostles often refer to it as His 
Predestination and Election of us in Christ Jesus. 
£^/i, /*. 5; I S, Peter i, 2; Rom, viii, 29, 30; xi, 5, 6. 

12. It behoves us to take care that we do not 
forfeit this our birthright by disregarding the rules of 
the holy House into which, by God's great mercy, we 
have been brought. S.John xiv, 15 ; i 5. Pet iv, 17. 



III. 

/ BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER, ALMIGHTY. 



1-3. AlmlghtlxieBS. 4. Considered with regard to sin. 6. 6. 
Snfferlns:. 7-10. Disparity of condition. 11. Self-contradic- 
tion. 12-16. Omniscience. 

1. The word "Almighty" means "able to do all 
things." 

2. Since God can do all things it follows that He 
can make whatever He pleases ; and do whatever He 
pleases with what He has made, i Chron, xxtx, 1 1, 12 ; 
Rom, ix. 20, 21. 

3. God made man. He can therefore do just what 
He pleases with us ; nothing at all can happen to us 
at any time, nor can we ourselves ever do anything, 
but what God permits. 

4. This being so, we may wonder why God lets us 
do things that are wicked. 

God never likes us to do anything wicked. But He, 
gives us liberty to do what is right, or what is wrong, 
as we please ; because He does not want us to be 
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His slaves, but to obey Him with loving hearts and a 
free-will service. 

5. Again, we are quite sure that God's Will towards 
us is for good. It says in the Psalm, " The Lord is 
loving unto every man ; " and He wishes us all to be 
holy and happy. I*s, cxlv, 9. 

6. Still, though God can do everything He pleases, 
He allows things that cause us great pain and unhappi- 
ness to come to us at times. Because He sees we 
are so sinful, that in order to make us truly good, and 
fit to live with Him eternally, many troubles must 
first befall us in this world, to chasten and correct our 
faults. Ileb, xiu 6-8, 10, 11. 

7. Again, it follows, since God is Almighty, and 
His Will is always towards us for good. He gives to 
each of His children on earth the position best suited 
for the spiritual growth of their souls. 

8. To some He gives power to get wealth, to 
others poverty. To some many friends, to others 
loneliness. But all who love Him are equally under 
the shelter of His Love. 

9. Our Lord placed a singular honour upon poverty 
by Himself sharing in it, and in the New Testament 
it is exalted above worldly prosperity as a state of life. 
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We ought, therefore, to be eager to be good, but to 
care little about being rich. S, Luke ix, 58 ; 5. MatL 
xix. 21, 23, 24; S, James it, 5 ; S, Luke ^.42. 

10. Yet neither riches nor poverty, in itself, makes 
any diiference to our fellowship in Christ's grace; 
but to those who need Him most He is always most 
certainly near. 

11. There are two things which it is true to say 
God cannot do. 

God cannot sin : for to sin would be to do something 
wrongly ; and everything God does is perfectly right. 
And God cannot contradict Himself. If He has said 
anything He is certain to abide by it. 2 Tim, ii, 13 ; 
S.James i, 17 ; Numb, xxiii, 19. 

12. As God is able to do everything, He sees all 
things, and knows all things. 

1 3. There is no place in Heaven above, or earth 
beneath, or the sea, or the grave, or anywhere else, 
where God does not see, or where it would be possible 
to hide away from Him. The darkness is as clear to 
Him as the daylight. And there is no place where 
anyone could do anything without God beholding. 
Ps, cxxxix, 1-12. 

14. God therefore sees and knows everything that 

B 



18 i Melitbt in Sa^s tbe Jfnt^n, mmiu^tn. 

is happening now. He has also a perfect remembrance 
of the past, and a perfect foresight of the future. 

It is difficult to understand how this can be, but 
things are not measured by time in God's Eternity. 
Nothing is counted as having happened yesterday or 
last year, nor as about to happen to-morrow or next 
year : because days and years have no place in Eternity. 
2 S, Pet iiu 8 ; Rev, x. 6. 

" All things," it is written, " are naked and open 
before the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." 
ffed, iv. 13. 

15. Consequently, God understands our frailty, as 
well as our faults : He knows what we are really able 
to do, as well as sees through our excuses for failure. 

He will be merciful and gentle to what is weak in 
us, but severe and stern in matters of wilful sin. 

Whether a thing happened a long time ago or only 
to-day, will make no difference to His Judgment of it 
at the last. 

And all His children, wherever they be, are known 
to Him personally, and have His protection and care 
close to them. Ileb, iv. 1 5 ; 5. Matt, xiL 20 ; Rom, 
xi, 22 ; S, John x, 14 ; S, Matt. x. 29-31. 



IV. 

/ BELIEVE IN GOD AS THE MAKER OF 
HEAVEN AND EARTH. 



1-6. Creator of everytlilDg. 7-10. The time of Creation. 
11-14. The free-will given man. IS. The non-necesalty to 
create. 

1. After saying that God is Almighty, the Creed 
goes on to say He is the ** Maker of Heaven and 
earth." Ifed, iit\ 4. 

2. To this the Nicene Creed adds further that God 
made "all things visible and invisible." Co/, i. 16. 

3. By " visible " is meant that which we can see. 
By " invisible " that which we cannot see. 

4. Amongst the invisible things which God has 
made we can mention 

The Heaven, in which He dwells : 

The Cherubim, Seraphim, and all the holy Angels : 

Hades, the place where the souls of those whose 
bodies are dead wait between death and the Day of 
Judgment : 

The devil, Hell, and all wicked spirits. 
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5. Though God made the devil and all wicked 
spirits, He did not make them wicked. 

God made them good, like the Angels. But He 
did not make them in such a way that they were 
obliged to keep on being good. And the devil and 
all wicked spirits were angels which became bad. S* 
Jude 6 ; 2 6". Peter iu 4. 

6. Of the visible things which God made are 
The heaven, where the sun, moon, and stars are : 
The earth, with all that is in it : 

And all men. 2 Mace, viL 28. 

7. We do not know when God made Heaven and 
earth ; but it was a very, very long time ago. Gen. /. i. 

8. First, He made the Heaven where He dwells 
with the holy Angels. 

Afterwards the world and the heaven that we see. 
Job xxonnii. 4-7. 

9. In the beginning of Genesis, and in Exod. 
XX. II, we are told that God was six days in making 
the heavens and the earth. 

10. When spoken of in these passages a day means 
a very long period of time. We do not know how 
long. Perhaps as much as one thousand years, 
perhaps many thousand years. 
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Our days, as we count time now, are ruled by the 
sun ; but in Gen. i. the sun is not spoken of as shining 
upon the earth until what is there called the " fourth 
day." 

11. We are not to say that, because God made all 
things, He made the sin and misery which there is in 
the world. 

Our Lord and Father made man good to begin 
with, but not in such a way that he was obliged to 
keep on being good. Then the devil tempted man 
to sin, and misery came into the world as the result 
of sin. Gen. i. 31 ; Wisdom it, 23, 24. 

12. God did not make man so good at first that 
he could not sin. For God did not want people to 
keep His Commandments because they are obliged to 
do so, but because they love Him. 

13. This may be explained further, thus : — 

A clock may keep perfectly good time ; but, though 
we may hke our clock, we do not love it on that 
account, because if it is made- properly and wound 
up regularly, it cannot help going aright. 

But a mother loves her child with a very special 
fondness, when the child willingly does things to please 
her which it is not obliged to do. And it is in that 
willing way God wishes us to serve Him. 
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We could never show God we love Him by trying 
to do what is right, if, to begin with, we had been 
made in such a way that we could not do anything 
wrong. 

14. If we persevere in trying to be good, the time 
will come when we shall not be able to sin. 

God is only proving us now to see whether we really 
wish to love Him or not. And He keeps on making 
those, who show that they do wish to love and please 
Him, more and more good ; so that by and bye they 
will become perfectly good and unable to sin. 

No one whom God takes to Heaven will ever 
commit any fault there. jRev, xxi, 27. 

15. God was not obliged to make anything, or 
anybody. He could have gone on living perfectly 
happy in the glory of His own Eternity, and the Unity 
of the Three Persons in the One Divinity. But, filled 
with love, God wished that there should be other 
beings to share in His love, glory, and happiness, and 
therefore brought about the work of creation. 

A belief in this follows necessarily firom our belief 
in the Eternal goodness and perfectness of the Trinity 
in Unity. 



V. 
/ BELIEVE IN JESUS, 



1-4. The Name. 5-7. The need of a Sayiour. 8, 9. The 
Love manifested. 10-14. The honour due to the Name. 
15-19. The ApOBtolic use. 

1. The Name "Jesus" means "God the Saviour." 

2. This Name was given to our Blessed Lord 
because He came into the world to " save His people 
from their sins." S. Luke iu 2\\ S, Matt u 21. 

3. Our Lord is also called "Emmanuel ;" God the 
Saviour being also "God with us." S, Matt. /. 22, 23, 

4. Jesus Christ is called our " Saviour," because 
He took on Himself the punishment which was due 
for our sins, and delivered us from eternal condemna- 
tion by suffering in our stead. Isa, litu 6. 

5. God's Holiness and Justice, which are an essen- 
tial part of His Nature, required that if man sinned 
an Atonement should be made before he could be 
forgiven. 
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6. All men have sinned ; Adam first and ourselves 
afterwards, as we know; and our Lord freely gave 
Himself up to take our punishment and die for us, 
because no angel, nor any man, could have turned 
away the wrath of God from our unworthiness. J^om. 
xi, 23-26; S. Matt XX, 28; Acts iv, 12 ; Heb. viiu i. 

7. Jesus Christ is therefore the Mediator between 
God and men. He makes peace between us, sinners, 
and God, who is so holy. So that if only we believe 
in Him, (trusting in His infinite goodness, repenting 
of our sins, and trying to keep His commandments,) 
God will accept us, and be merciful to us, for the sake 
of His beloved Son. 2 Cor. v. 18 ; CoL i. 14-20 ; 
I Tim, a, 5. 

8. We ought to love our Lord Jesus Christ for 
this, and think nothing too good to give up, nor 
anything too hard to do, for His sake. Phil, Hi, 8; 
I Cor, xvi, 22. 

9. The Love of God to man is manifested in this 
great Mystery also. For Jesus Christ is God's only 
Son ; and God, in giving Him up to die for us, gave 
up the dearest to Him of all beings in Heaven and 
earth. S.John Hi, 16 ; i S./ohniv. 9, 10. 

10. The Name "Jesus" has been appointed by 
God as worthy to receive special honour. It is the 
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Name of which S. Peter says there is not " salvation 
in any other : for there is none other Name under 
Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 
Acfs iv, 12. And S. Paul, "God also hath highly 
exalted Christ, and given Him a Name which is above 
every name : that at the Name of Jesus every knee 
shoul(f bow, of things in Heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth." FhiL it. 9, lo. 

11. It is an ancient Church custom to bow, or to 
bend the knee, at the holy Name ** Jesus," though not 
at the Names Lord, or God, or Christ* 

This is because "Jesus" is our Saviour's Personal 
Name as Man. And by making a gesture of reverence 
at it we show that we worship Him in His Manhood, 
as well as in His Divinity. 

12. The Name "Jesus," being our Lord's Personal 
Name, is the same to Him, if we may say so, as our 
Christian names are to us. 

13. The Names '* Christ " and " Lord " are titles. 
They have their analogy, or type, on earth in the 

titles of rank and honour, which are given to our Royal 
Family and Nobility. 

14. When we think of it in this way we can see 
that it is not reverent to use the Name "Jesus " alone, 
commonly, when speaking of our Lord. 
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We do not talk about our Queen, or Princes, or 
Nobility, by their personal names only, but with titles. 
We say Queen Victoria, or the Queen, Prince Edward, 
Lord Wolseley. 

We must not give our great Master, the King of 
kings, less honour than we give them. 

15. In the holy Gospels our Lrord is constantly 
spoken of simply as ** Jesus," because the Evangelists 
there tell us about His Life of humiliation and 
suffering on earth. 

At that time Christ almost entirely hid His 
Divinity, and "took on Himself the form of a 
servant." Phil, ii, 7. 

The Evangelists speak of Him as He was generally 
spoken of by the people amongst whom He then lived. 
And those people so little believed Him to be One 
with God the Father {S. John x, 30) that in the end 
they crucified Him. 

16. The Apostles, who knew Him better, and 
believed in Him more, called Him " Master and Lord." 
And though they went about in His dear Presence 
daily they did not treat Him with greater familiarity. 
S, John xtii, 13, 14. 

17. After the story of His humiliation is finished, 
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and they have to speak of our Lord entered into His 
Glory, their manner of writing changes. 

In the Epistles, and in the Book of Revelation, they 
make mention of Jesus Christ by many different titles 
of honour, but very seldom indeed by His Personal 
Name alone. 

And whenever the Personal Name is thus used 
alone, it appears to be invariably with some special 
reference to our Lord's humiliation and suffering on 
earth. 

1 8. I Corinthians i. is a Chapter which might be 
read as a specimen of their custom in this respect. 

19. Our Saviour and King, Jesus Christ, told them 
that they did well in calling Him Master and Lord. 



VI. 
/ BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD, 



1-5. THe Anoiatlng: of Christ. 6-12. His threefold OflQce. 
13-16. Our Lord and our Qod. 

1. The word " Christ " means " Anointed." 

2. There is an Old Testament word which has the 
same signification as Christ and Anointed ; it is 
Messiah. 

Messiah is a Hebrew and Christ a Greek name; 
and they both mean " the Anointed One." S, John 
i, 41 ; iv. 25. 

3. It was the custom under the Jewish Law to 
anoint with oil men and things which were to be 
set apart for certain high and sacred offices. Exod. 
xxtx, 7 ; XXX. 30; Lev. viti. 12 ; xxi. 10-12 ; i Satn. 
XV. I ; x:vi, 12 ; i Kings xtx. 15, 16. 

4. Our Lord was anointed immediately after His 
Baptism, when the Holy Ghost came down upon Him 
in the form of a dove. S. Luke iiu 21, 22. 
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5. Jesus Christ was therefore anointed by the 
coming to Him of the Holy Ghost And this signifies 
to us that He was ordained of God to be our Prophet, 
Priest, and King. Ps. xlv, 7 ; Acts x, 38. 

6. The work of the prophets in ancient time was 
to teach and explain religion to the people. Some of 
the prophets also foretold events. Isa, Ixi, i ; i *$*. 
Peter L 10-12. 

7. The special office of a priest has always been to 
offer sacrifice. To bless. And to say prayers for 
other people. Exod, xix, 22; Numb, vu 22-27; ^ 
Chr, xxiii. 13 ; Heb, v, i, 3. 

8. A king's duty is to rule over his people. And 
to reward those who keep the laws, and punish those 
who break them. JRom, xiii, 4. 

9. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

(i.) Has taught us the Christian religion : and, 
(ii.) During His Life on earth, foretold many things 
about Himself, His Apostles, Jerusalem, the end of 
the world, the order of' the world to come, &c. 

So that He proved Himself to be a prophet in both 
the ways mentioned above. S, Luke iv, 18, 21, 24. 

10. He is our Priest; for 

(i.) He offered Himself on Mount Calvary, as the 
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Sacrifice which alone takes away the sins of the world. 

(ii.) He gave gifts to men. 

(iii.) And He is, even now, continually interceding 
for us at the Right Hand of God the Father in 
Heaven. Hed, v, 6 ; J^om, vHL 34. 

II. He is our King. 

(i.) He has given us, either by His own teaching or 
through His Church, the laws which He expects us to 
obey. 

(ii.) At the Last Day He will come to Judgment, 
and will reward all those who have tried to keep His 
commandments, and punish all who have not tried. 
I^ev. xix, 16 y S, Matt, xxv. 34 ; S. Luke xix, 27. 

T 2. These Commandments and Laws of our Lord 
Jesus Christ are contained in the Gospels and Epistles 
of the New Testament. And it should be the earnest 
endeavour of all Christian people to know correctly 
what they are, and to practise them. S, John xv. 21 ; 
2 S. Peter Hi, 2, 

13. The title "Lord "has the same meaning in 
the New Testament as "Jehovah" in the Old Testa- 
ment Exod, vi, 3; Ps, Ixxxiii, 18. 

14. It is one of the greatest Names of God. 
With regard to it God declared that "Jehovah" 

means " I am He Who is " ; — by which is signified 
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that He is the Everliving One; that He has life 
without Hmit, not given to Him but of Himself; that 
His Life had no beginning at any point of time, but 
has been from all eternity ; and that it will be to all 
eternity, not because He is sustained by any other 
power, but because the principle and fountain of Life 
is in Himsel£ 

And when this Name is applied to our Blessed 
Lord it points out that He is God, even as the Father 
is God, and the Holy Ghost God. S. John xx, 28 ; 
Acfs tit, 1 5 ; I Cor, it. 8. 

15. By this title also the Creed reminds us of 
the glory to which Jesus Christ is exalted, and of the 
subjection into which everything either is now or will 
be brought to Him. S. John v. 27 ; Pht'l, it. 8-1 1 ; 
JEph. i. 20-22. 

t6. And that our Lord is not only our Saviour, 
but our Master. 

That He has bought us, so that we belong to Him. 

That we must not look on ourselves as people who 
are free to do what we like ; but that we should act 
always as the servants of a great Prince, Who will in 
the end require an account of what we have done. 
Rom, xiv. 8 ; i Cor, vi, 19, 20 ; 1 S. Peter i, 18, 19. 



VII. 

/ BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD'S 

ONLY SON. 



1-4. Sonship to God generally. 4-7. Of Christ In particular. 
8-14. The DlYinlty of the Son. 

1. Every person who is alive on earth is, in a 
sense, a child of God, because he has both been made 
and is kept in life by God. Jer, xxvii, 5. 

2 . Christian people are God's children by Adoption, 
which took place when in Baptism they were made 
members of Jesus Christ. Gal, iv, 4-6. 

3. The Angels also are called " Sons of God " in 
Holy Scripture. Job xxxviit, 7. 

4. God has therefore many who are accounted His 
sons and children ; but our Lord Jesus Christ is called 
** His only Son," because He is Son of God in a 
different way, for He is by Nature God, even as the 
Father is. i Tim, Hi, 16. 

5. Hence Jesus Christ is exactly like God the 
Father. 
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In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is said that He is 
the express Image of His Person " (/. 3) ; and there 
is nothing which the Father thinks and does which 
the Son does not think and do. S. John v, 1 9. 

There is no son on earth who is exactly like his 
father, or who thinks and does everything the same. 

6. Another wonderful thing about our Lord's Son- 
ship is that He has always been the Son of God. 

There never was a time when He was not the Son 
of the Father. Isa, xli, 4 ; xliv, 6 ; Rev, i. 11; 
xxii. 13. 

7. Further it is to be noted that, though the Son 
of God is distinct from the Father, He is not separated 
from Him, but is One God with Him. Isa. ix. 6 ; 
I S, John V. 20. 

8. In S. John i. i, the Apostle calls our Lord by 
the Name of the "Word," and says, " In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." 

9. In the Nicene Creed this article, " I believe . . 
in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord," is stated 
as follows : — 

** I believe ... in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 
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God of very God, Begotten not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father ; by Whom all things were 
made." 

10. " God of God, Light of Light," means "God 
from God, Light from Light." 

" Very God of very God " means " true God from 
true God." 

" By Whom all things were made " means that by 
Jesus Christ all things were made ; as also is said 
expressly in S- John i. 3, and Heb, i, 2. 

11. In Holy Scripture, and therefore in the Creeds, 
the creation of all things is stated to have been by God 
the Father. But these other passages teach that God 
the Father did not act alone in Creation, but in the 
Unity of the Blessed Trinity ; which is further taught 
in Gen. i. 26, where it is written that God said, " Let 
us make man." 

12. S. Paul declares this truth by writing in i Cor. 
viii. 6, "To us there is one God, the Father, of Whom 
are all things, and we unto Him ; and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through Whom are all things, and we through 
Him." Also CoL i, 15-17. 

13. The Nicene Creed says so much on this Article 
of our belief in Jesus Christ, and says it so plainly, 
that we may be kept quite safe from making mistakes 
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about how truly our Lord is the Son of the Father, 
and also equal with and one with God. 

14. No one can fully understand this great truth, 
for it is part of the Mystery of the ever-blessed 
Trinity. 



VIII. 

I BELIEVE THAT OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

''WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY GHOST, 

BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY.*' 



1. The two Natures of Christ. 2-6. The DlYlne. 6-12. The 
HumaxL 18-16. Its slnlessness. 17, 18. Its capacity of grrowth. 

1. Our Blessed Lord has two Natures. He is both 
God and Man, and that means that He has the Divine 
and also the Human Nature. J^om, ix, 5. 

2. Our Lord has had the Divine Nature from all 
eternity. There never was a time when He was not God 

3. This Divine Nature our Lord derives from God 
the Father, and He is therefore called the Son 
of God. 

4. The Athanasian Creed explains this by saying, 
*' the Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor 
created, but begotten." 

5. When we say our Lord Jesus Christ was "be- 
gotten of the Father," we mean that He hath life of 
the Father. This is by no means contrary to the 
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doctrine that the Son is in God and from God and 
ever has been so ; and that His eternal existence in 
the Oneness of the Godhead is part of the Divine 
Nature. S, John v. 26. 

6. Our Lord Jesus Christ has had a Human Nature 
since the time that " the power of the Highest " over- 
shadowed the Blessed Virgin Mary and He began to 
be her Babe. S. Luke i, 31. 

7. Our Lord took His Human Nature from the 
Blessed Virgin whom He chose for His Mother. Jer, 
xxxL 22 ; Isa, vii, 14. 

8. This Human Nature was quickened (or, as we 
might say, made alive) by God the Holy Ghost, and 
consisted of Body, Soul, and Spirit, including Mind 
and Will and all that belongs to complete Manhood ; 
and therefore in the Creed it is stated that Jesus Christ 
in His Sacred Humanity was "conceived by the Holy 
Ghost," as well as "born of the Virgin Mary." 5. 
Matt, u 18-20. 

9. When the appointed time had come God sent 
the Archangel Gabriel to that holy woman to tell her 
she was chosen to be the Mother of Jesus Christ. 
And part of what S. Gabriel said to her was this, 
"The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : wherefore 
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also that which is to be born shall be called holy, the 
Son of God." S. Luke u 35. 

10. This taking of our Human Nature by the Son 
of God is called His "Incarnation." And " to become 
incarnate " means " to take human flesh." 

1 1. When our Lord had become incarnate He was 
born at Bethlehem. 

12. It is now nearly 1,900 years ago since the In- 
carnation of our Blessed Saviour took place. 

13. At His Birth our Blessed Lord had the same 
human form and nature as any other babe, only per- 
fectly innocent and free from any disposition to sin. 
Heb. vii. 26 ; i S. John iiu 5. 

14. All other children, though they seem so inno- 
cent when they are born, have in them the taint of 
sin and moral weakness which has come down to 
them from Adam, and fmd it natural to be more or 
less naughty as they grow up. 

And if God did not help us to overcome it, this 
natural sinfulness in our dispositions would lead us all 
to eternal death. Rom. v. 12-19. 

15. Our Lord was born like us in everything 
except this moral feebleness and depravity. 

Still, because He had true Human Nature, Satan 
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could come and tempt Him to sin as he can come to 
tempt any of us. And when Jesus Christ would not 
give way to Satan tempting Him, He was an Example 
of how we too can resist and conquer sin with His 
Grace dwelling in us. S. Luke iv. 1-13 ; Heb, iv. 15. 

16. Our Lord could not sin, because He was God. 
But He could feel all the power of temptation, because 
He was Man. 

1 7. Though Jesus Christ knew everything as God, 
He also had to be taught as a Child by His Mother, 
like other children need to be. And as He grew up, 
He not only grew in size from a Baby to a Child, and 
from a Child to a Man, but He also increased in 
wisdom and knowledge, as all other children should 
with increase of years. S. Luke it. 5 2. 

18. After our Lord had begun His Ministry, He 
still spoke sometimes of things which He did not know 
Himself as Son of Man. And when He speaks thus, 
He teaches us that His Human Nature was not lost 
in His Divinity ; but that it remained clear and dis- 
tinct, though inseparably united with it. 

For Jesus Christ often teaches about His God- 
head too, and as God He knew everything from the 
beginning. S, Matt xxiv, 36. 



IX. 

THE INCARNATION. 
Continued from Chapter VIII. 



1-3. The Unity of Christ's Person. 4-11. Expressed by 
6cor($ffo«. 12-10. Other witnesses. 16-18. S. Mary ever-Virgin. 

1. The Nature of God and the Nature of Man 
became united in our Blessed Lord, so as to make 
only One Person, at the moment when our Lord was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

2. These two Natures have never been separated 
since then for so much as a single instant at any time. 

3. We find a plain proof in the Gospels which 
shews that Christ was God as well as Man at the time 
when He was born at Bethlehem. 

When our Lord was about forty days old certain 
Wise Men, guided by a Star, came from the East 
to worship Him. Now if the Babe whom they wor- 
shipped had not been God as well as Man their 
worship must have been idolatrous. S. Matt. it. 11. 
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4. It is because the Holy Child which was born of 
Mary had the Nature of God as well as the Nature of 
Man, S. Mary may rightly be called the Mother of God. 
See Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Art, iiu Chap, in, § 15. 

5. The Names by which S. Mary is commonly 
spoken of in the Prayer Book are S. Mary the Virgin, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary ; and the ancient title, 
** Our Lady" is placed in the Calendar. 

6. In her Song " Magnificat " she herself said of 
the title which Christian people would give her, that "all 
generations" would call her "blessed." S. Luke i, 48. 

7. Christian persons spoke of her as the Mother 
of God at a very early date, but that designation was 
first used authoritatively by the bishops who met at the 
Council of Ephesus, in a.d. 431. 

8. This Council was the 4th great Assembly of 
Bishops who have decided concerning disputed doc- 
trines the true interpretation of Holy Scripture and 
the Catholic Faith, and whose decisions have been 
accepted and followed by the body of Christian people 
from their time to the present. 

" Those six Councils which were allowed and received of 
all men." Homily, 

9. It decided that Blessed Mary might truly be 
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called the Mother of God, in opposition to certain 
misbelievers who said that Jesus her Babe was not God 
at the time He was born. 

10. In saying S. Mary was Mother of God it is not 
meant that she was Mother of our Lord's Divine Nature. 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ only took His Human 
Nature from S. Mary. In His Divine Nature He had 
always been God and with God. 

1 1 . But from the moment our Lord had a Human 
Nature it was united to His Divine Nature. So that 
the Babe who was born at Bethlehem was not simply 
a Human Child, but a Human Child with whom the 
Divine Nature of God had been united. 

It was to declare this truth the more unmistakeably 
that the Bishops at Ephesus spoke of the Blessed 
Virgin as Mother of God. 

12. In S. John i. 14 the Apostle says, " The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us; and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth." 

13. The first words, "the Word became flesh" 
mean the same as ** God became man." 

14. The 2nd of the Articles of Religion, at the end 
of the Prayer Book, says, 
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** The Son, which is the Word of the Father, 
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, 
took Man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, 
of her substance ; so that two whole and perfect 
Natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, 
were joined together in One Person, never to be 
divided, whereof is one Christ, very God and very 
Man ; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and 
buried, to reconcile His Father to us, and to be a 
sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all 
actual sins of men." 

15. The Athanasian Creed declares 

" It is necessary to everlasting salvation : that (a 
man) believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

" For the right faith is that we believe and confess : 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God 
and Man ; 

"God, of the Substance of the Father, begotten 
before the worlds ; and Man, of the substance of His 
Mother, born in the world ; 

" Perfect God and perfect Man ; of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting ; 

" Equal to the Father, as touching His Godhead ; 
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and inferior to the Father, as touching His Manhood. 

" Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not 
two, but one Christ ; 

" One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, 
but by taking of the Manhood into God ; 

" One altogether, not by confusion of Substance, but 
by unity of Person. 

" For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, 
so God and Man is one Christ ; 

" Who suffered for our salvation." 

1 6. It has been always believed in the Church 
that S. Mary had no other children beside our 
Blessed Lord. 

The coming upon her of the Holy Ghost, to make 
her the Mother of our I-.ord Jesus Christ, consecrated 
her to so great an honour, that in all ages Christian 
people have regarded her as the ever- Virgin Mary. 
Ezek, xliv, 2. Bp, Pearson on the Creed, UL, «V., ii. 

With regard to S, Matt. t\ 25, compare i Sam, xv, 
35 ; 2 Sam, vi. 23 ; S, Matt, xxviii, 20. 

17. Our Lord's brethren are spoken of in Holy 
Scripture in several places. But in the Bible the 
word brother or brethren is often used of people who 
were not brothers as we use the term, but only near 
relations. 
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TAus by brethren and brother in Gen, xiii, 8 ; xxix, 
12 ; Lev, X, 1-4; an uncle^ nephews^ and cousins are 
meant, 

18. James and Joses, two of the men who are 
called our Lord's brethren, were the sons of Mary the 
wife of Cleophas. S, Matt, xiii, 55 ; then compare S. 
John xix, 25 with S, Matt, xxvii, 56 ; iS". Mark xv, 40 ; 
and S, Matt, xocviii, i. 

Other of our Lord's brethren may have been the 
children of S. Joseph by a former marriage. 



/ BELIE VE THAT JESUS CHRIST '^SUFFERED." 



2. Clinst Suffering In Babyhood. 3-6. In Childliood. 7-11 
Before His Ministry began. 13. In Its earlier part. 

1. We are not to think our Lord's Sufferings only 
began at the time of the Crucifixion. Acts xinL 3 ; 
S. Mark ix. 12. 

2. The first occasion when we know of Jesus Christ 
having to endure grief was at His Circumcision. This 
took place when He was eight days old, and was 
a painful ceremony commanded by the Jewish law. 
S, Luke it, 21. 

3. Again, our dear Lord must have been very fond 
of that gentle and good S. Joseph, who took care of 
Him and His Mother during His Childhood ; and He 
must therefore have been very sorry when S. Joseph 
died. 

4. We may conclude that S. Joseph died while our 
Lord was young, because we are not told anything 
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at him after our Lord began His Ministry, although 
Dften read of His Mother being with Him. Also, 
oseph is generally believed to have been getting an 
man even when our Lord was born. 

. Further, our Lord doubtless felt, whilst He 
young, many of the pains, and troubles, and little 
ows which come to children, however much care 
r parents take of them. 

. There is, however, very little related to us in 
y Scripture about the home-life of Jesus Christ at 
areth. But we can be sure that as soon as He 
old enough to see and understand the wants, 
ows, and sins, of the people round about Him, He 
)t have suffered in their sufferings, even if it were 
: at that time He had no troubles of His own. 

. Our Lord would suffer in other people's suffering 
>ugh His tender and perfect sympathy with them. 

. To have sympathy with others is to feel what 
one to them as if it were done to ourselves. 

. If we were to see a little bird lying dead on the 
jnd in winter, and it hurt us to think how cold and 
ved the poor bird must have been before it died, 
: would be because there was some power of sym- 
ly in our hearts. Or, if we were to hear a very sad 
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story about someone of whom perhaps we otherwise 
knew nothing, and yet the sadness of the story made 
us feel our hearts touched with pain, that pain would 
be caused by sympathy. 

10. If we, who are naturally so imperfect and selfish 
can feel anything for others like that ; our dear Lord 
who was so perfectly loving, and not in the least 
selfish, must have felt a very great deal more. 

11. If our sympathy be at all real, it will lead us, in 
the case of the bird, to put crumbs out of doors, and 
food, for other birds, that they may not die in the 
same way. In the case of persons, if we cannot help 
them, it will still cause us to be more gentle with 
the people whom we know, and to try more to make 
their lives as happy as we can. 

12. Our dear Master's love and sympathy with the 
wants of our human nature, led Him to come down 
from Heaven to become one of us; and after His 
Ministry began, to go through years of hard work, 
beset with trials, ending at last in a cruel death. 

13. In S. Matt. viii. 16, 17, the Apostle, speaking of 
what our Lord did for the distressed, says, " He cast 
out the (evil) spirits with a word, and healed all that 
were sick : that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 



by Isaiah the prophet, saying, * Himself took oar 
infirmities, and bare our diseases/ " 

In this passage S. Matthew seems to imply that our 
Lord, in working these miracles, did not only set free 
the afflicted from their pain, but in doing so took the 
pain into Himself and endured it for them. 

We can only think of our Blessed Saviour suffering 
in this manner by His power of sympathy. 

But, in any case, the verse opens out to our under- 
standing a way in which Jesus Christ endured great 
affliction for His people before the Crucifixion. 



XL 

/ BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED 
UNDER PONTIUS PILATE. 



1, 2. Introductloa. 3-6. CbrlBt's WlU to Suffer. 7-10. Tbe 
Agony. 11-16. His desire for human sympathy. 16-20. Ex- 
ternal evidence to the time of the Crndflxlon. 21-24. The 
Suffering under FUate. 2S-28. The guilt of Pilate and of the 
Jews compared. 

1. In this chapter we have to consider first that 
what our Lord suffered under Pontius Pilate was far 
short of all He endured in connection with the 
Crucifixion. 

2. There was all He suffered before ever the Jews 
took Him prisoner ; and all He suffered after they had 
made Him prisoner, but before they led him to Pilate ; 
as well as all He suffered, bodily and spiritually, upon 
the Cross, after He had been Hfted up. 

3. In many ways our Lord shewed that He was 
God : and that therefore no harm could come near 
Him, nor He in any way be made to suffer, except 
by His own permission. 
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4. By the way in which He delivered Himself from 
the Jews at other times, He proved that no power 
could have put Him to death, if He had not willingly 
offered Himself to it. 

5. This happened once when the Pharisees sent 
officers to the Temple to take Him. A second time, 
when they had got ready to stone Him. And once 
again at Nazareth, when they prepared to throw Him 
down a hill and so to kill Him. S, John vii. 30, 32, 
46 ; viii, 59 ; S. Luke iv, 29, 30. 

6. In the Garden of Gethsemane He made it plain 
that the soldiers could not seize Him against His Will, 
by making them at first go backward and fall to the 
ground, when they came to take Him. S. John 
xviiu 6. 

7. Our Lord's most severe suffering before the Jews 
took H im prisoner was the Agony which He endured 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

8. On the night on which Jesus Christ knew He 
was to be delivered up to His enemies He went into 
a Garden with His faithful disciples; and, keeping 
three of them near Him, prayed most earnestly to God 
because of the cruel affliction which He was shortly 
to bear. 
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9. This Agony is a proof that our dear Master's 
true Human Nature shrank from pain and the suffering 
which was at hand ; and it is one of many tokens left 
us that He can have fellowship with us in our distress. 
Ifed, iL 10, II. 

10. Jesus Christ subdued His Human Nature 
then, as at other times, setting us an example. But 
the intensity of the struggle was shewn by His sweating 
great drops of blood. S, Matt, xxvi, 39, 42, 44 ; S, 
Luke xxiL 44. 

11. Our Lord, doubtless, kept the three Apostles 
near Him at this time, because being so truly Man, 
as well as God, He felt the need of human comfort 
and sympathy in His great trial. S, Matt. xxvi. 37, 38. 

12. It can scarcely be said that Christ did receive 
this sympathy from them. The Apostles were so full 
of grief for their dear Master that we are told they 
slept for sorrow. But our I>ord had said to them, 
"Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptatioa" 
S. Matt, xxi'i. 40, 43 ; S. Luke xxii. 45. 

13. During our Lord's own prayer, which He 
prayed three times in the Agony, an Angel appeared 
to Him from Heaven strengthening Him. S. Luke 
xxii. 43. 
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14. At the Crucifixion our Lord had some measure 
of human sympathy for part of the time. The holy 
women who had followed Him during the years of 
His Ministry, stood at the foot of the Cross, or as 
near as they dared to come ; and their being there 
may have been, in some degree, a consolation to our 
Saviour during the first three hours of the Crucifixion. 

15. I say only the first three hours : because it 
seems as if during the last three our Lord did not 
regard those immediately around Him; and His 
sufferings were too deep for them to lighten. 

16. Pontius Pilate was the Roman Governor of 
Judaea at the time when our Lord was put to death. 

17. He was made Governor by the Emperor of 
Rome. 

18. His being thus made Governor by a foreigner 
is evidence that the Jews (who were our Lord's 
countrymen after the flesh) were no longer their own 
masters, but were under the power of the Romans. 

19. Pontius Pilate is named here to point out the 
exact time when our dear Lord suffered. 

20. Histories of the Roman Empire tell the year 
when the Emperor sent Pilate to Judaea, and the year 
when he called him away. So we know of his bevw^ 



Governor from other books beside the Holy Gospels. 

21. Our dear Lord suffered under him by allowing 
Himself to be crucified. S,John x, i8. 

22. This was very dreadful, but it was not all, for 
Pilate also ordered Him to be scourged. And to be 
scourged by Roman soldiers was, if we may say so, 
almost more dreadful than death. 

23. Further, Pilate was quite able to have made 
some of his soldiers carry our Lord's Cross up to 
Calvary ; but although he knew our Lord was inno- 
cent, and must have seen how hurt and tired He was, 
yet he left Him to carry it alone. 

24. This was very hard and cruel of Pilate, but 
there were people worse than he. Our Lord says that 
the Jews who delivered Him up to Pilate had the 
greater sin. S, John xix, w, 

25. The Jews knew so much better than the 
heathen Governor who our gracious Master really was. 
Pilate also would have been glad to have released 
Christ if he had dared to. But the chief priests stirred 
up the Jews to make a tumult, and ask to have a 
robber and rebel set free rather than that Christ 
should be delivered. 

2b. Pilate, however, when he took water and 
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washed his hands, saying, "I am innocent of the 
Blood of this Righteous Man," did not clear himself. 
He was the Judge, with power of life and death 
committed to him ; and when he was convinced of 
our Lord's innocence, it was his duty not only to 
declare it, but to take Him in safety away from the 
malice of the Jews. S, Matt, xxvii. 24. 

27. But the sin of the Jews was greater. They 
had heard our Lord's holy words, and He had taught 
in their streets. They had seen His miracles and 
wondrous works. Their lame He had made to walk, 
their deaf to hear, their dumb to speak, their blind to 
see, their lepers clean, their sick whole, their dead to 
live. The Scribes and Pharisees, who should have 
been teachers of the Law, hated Him because He 
preached a truer interpretation of the Law than they 
did. And for all the love which Christ had shewn 
them, the whole multitude of the people cried out, 
" Crucify Him, Crucify Him." 

28. The world has seen many an evil and wicked 
deed ; but Satan never triumphed more over goodness, 
and no crime has ever been committed in any land 
which can be placed beside the sin of Jew and 
Gentile, when they lifted up the Lord of Life to 
death on Calvary. 



XII. 
/ BELIEVE JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, 



A. €^ Smaltp our ioxU ^aH to bear. 

1-6. The twoftOd tasUnfi: of death. T-ll. An eTplanatlen 
of splzltaal death. 

1. The worst part of our Lord's suffering on the 
Cross was His tasting death for all men. 

2. Our Lord really died ; that is. His Soul went 
quite away from the Body when, as the Scripture says, 
" He cried with a loud voice and gave up the ghost" 
The Body, however, remained all the fime, even when 
it was buried, as truly and perfecdy united to His 
Godhead as when at the first it was "conceived of 
the Holy Ghost" 

3. But where we read that our Lord " should taste 
death for every man," this is not spoken of the natural 
death which separates soul and body, but of spiritual 
death which is the heavier penalty of sin. 

4. Hence our Lord faced death of two kinds — 



natural and spiritual : which we may call the death 
of the body and the death of the soul. 

5. By the death of the body is meant the separa- 
tion of the soul from it, so that the body is left with 
nothing to animate it. This happened to our great 
Master as I have already said. 

6. The death of the body is but a little thing; our 
Lord has taken the sting out of it, but has not set 
us free from it. What is worse than words can tell 
is the death of the soul. 

7. A soul is dead when it is separated from God. 

8. Separation from God consists of two parts. 
The first is, God withdraws His grace from the soul. 
The second, the soul has no way of going to God. 

9. There are souls who suffer in this way. It is 
the State of the Lost, and we call it Spiritual Death. 

10. We have two plain proofs that we ourselves 
are not separated from God. For first, God is always 
watching over us and taking care of us. And second, 
we have a way by which we can go to God, for 
whenever we pray we speak to God. 

11. We know this because our Blessed Lord was 
most particular . to teach us in His preaching^ ho^ 



continually God remembers all our wants and every- 
thing about us. And He promised that whenever 
we pray in His Xame God will hear us. 

B. %iiId ft ramt to be nrrr^^rp for our lorlf 

to ta^t 39tat||. 



12-19. The loss liy mmn of diivct spiiltaal eommniilon witli 
God. 90. The one true life. S1-S5. The wmy of restoration 
befiire Christ came. 

12. Our prayers must be made in Christ's Name 
because He is the Way by which only we can go to 
God, being the Mediator who stands between us and 
God the Father. 

13. We cannot go to God of ourselves without 
Christ, because God is perfectly holy, and no one can 
go alone to God who is not holy too, and we all of 
us belong to a race of sinful men. 

14. A man was once able to go direct to God, but 
that was Adam in Eden before he sinned. 

15. The Bible account of this is that God having 
made Adam the first man, breathed into him the 
breath of life, and placed him in the garden of Eden. 

16. In Eklen there was only one thing which 
he was forbidden to do : he was not to eat the 
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of a particular tree, and God said that if he 
*at he would die. 

. How soon he would die was foretold him 
jssly. God's words were " In the day thou eatest 
of thou shalt surely die." 

. Notwithstanding this, being tempted by the 
ety of the devil, he did eat. Then God sent an 
I to drive him out of Eden, and both he and Eve, 
'ife, had a great deal to suffer in the rest of their 
; but he did not die, as far as his body was 
erned, till nine hundred and thirty years after. 

. From this it follows that, although he had 
yr disagreeable things to put up with in earthly 
ers after his sin, his body did not die at once, 
the punishment went further than that. The sin 
ad committed had an effect upon his soul, and 
2d him to lose henceforth the blessed and happy 
nunion with God which had been his before 
7all. 

►. There are various kinds of life. Trees have 
kind of life, animals another, and men a third, 
trees and flowers, though they live, are dead to 
sort of life an animal lives, they know nothing 
It it, and you cannot get them to know. And 



« 

animals, though they live and are happy and useful 
in many ways, have no part in the best things which 
belong to the life of men. The best of all things in 
a man's life is to have communion with God, and if 
anyone has not that, then in God's sight that man 
is dead. 

21. On the day Adam ate of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil he lost communion with God. He 
therefore died spiritually. And if God, in His great 
Love, had not taken pity on him and provided a way 
by which Adam might go back to Him, his soul 
would have been separated from God for ever. 

22. The way God provided was this. He told 
Adam how our dear Saviour would come to fight and 
conquer the devil who had tempted him to sin : and 
that for Jesus Christ's sake He would hear him when 
he prayed. 

23. After that Adam could go to God. But there 
was a very great difference between the way in which 
he then could do so, and how he had been able to 
while in Eden. For first, we are never told of God's 
coming to Adam again on earth ; and second, Adam 
could not go to God without offering a sacrifice. 

24. The sacrifice was probably offered for several 
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purposes. Amongst others, Adam could never kill 
the animal and see its blood shed, without being 
reminded that if God had acted with justice to him 
and had not remembered mercy, he would have had 
to die himself and be shut off from life. It would 
remind him, too, that death would one day overtake 
his body. And, above all, that the Redeemer was 
coming to tasle death in his stead, so that he might 
not be eternally separated from God. 

25. The great purpose for which Jesus Christ 
came, therefore, was not so much to deliver us from 
the death of the body to which we are still subject, 
though by His Resurrection He will in the end give 
us the victory over that ; but to deliver us from 
spiritual death, from which, if we love Him, we are, 
and may be for ever, free. 

C. Ci)e ftufifmng of ti^e S(u£(t for ti)t unjuitt. 

26-80. The closeness of Christ's communion with the Father. 
II. What the total loss of this communion would he to us. 
82-84. Hov Christ felt It : and we need never. 

26. When our Blessed Lord was on the Cross in 
the hours of darkness He felt all the bitter dreadful- 
ness of what it is to be without God. 

27. There are a great many people in the world 
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who seem to be happy enough without having any 
communion with God. But all their happiness, such 
as it is, will be over as soon as the death of the 
body comes. And they do not now feel the want 
of the best happiness, because they have never 
known it. 

28. Our Blessed Lord's case was as different as 
possible. All through His holy Childhood and Life 
on earth He felt the Father near Him. So much so 
that He could say, "I and the Father are One." 
Even His Sacred Humanity evidently had this blessed 
sense of (jod's dear Presence ever by it : so that while 
He was going about from one place to another He 
would sometimes speak aloud to God just as if He 
saw Him. And He always acted as One who in 
Spirit was always with the Father. 

29. Our Master and Lord therefore had while on 
earth perfect communion with God the Father. He 
was ever thinking and doing the things God liked 
Him to do ; and His delight was thus to fulfil the 
Will of the Father. S. John iv. 34. 

30. Jesus Christ therefore knew in a way no one 
else did how all the real joy of life depends upon our 
pleasing God and having communion with Him. And 
so if at any time God the Father hid His countenance 
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from Him He would feel the misery of it in an infinite 
degree more than anyone else could. 

31. It is such a dreadful thing for God to hide His 
Face from us. We are great sinners, and the very 
best people in the world do not at all fully know how 
beautiful it is to live in heart and soul quite near to 
God ; as if the great God held us in the very bosom 
of His Love, and we could not do anything upon 
which He would not smile. But our Lord knew 
perfectly. Yet sinful as we are, and little as we know 
about God, we can hardly tell how dreadful we 
ourselves should feel it if we knew God was quite 
turned away from us, would not love nor care for us 
any more, and we could never again pray to Him. 
And if we felt that this had happened through our 
own fault, and not from any want of love to us from 
the good God — that to be with Him was quite in our 
reach, and we missed it through our own careless 
wickedness — we should perhaps feel it too great a 
misery to be borne. 

32. Now, our Blessed Lord Himself took our 
sicknesses, and bare our infirmities, in His Life on 
earth, and especially on the Cross. He suffered in 
His own Soul what we should have had to suffer if 
He had not died for us. During the last part of the 
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Crucifixion, while it was so dark that no one c&uld 
look on at that last agony, Jesus Christ felt as if God 
had left Him. The sight of everybody's sin came to 
His Mind, the weight of them lay upon His SouL 
His Sacred Human Nature was able to bear them 
because it was upheld by His Godhead. But, still, 
all their darkness and horror seems to have come 
between His Soul and God, so that He felt as if they 
separated Him from God, and God had left Him 
alone, and He cried out, ** My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ? " /V. xxit\; S, Matt xxviL 46. 

33. We do not certainly know for how long this 
agony lasted. There was darkness over all the land 
for three hours. Perhaps it was for almost the whole 
of that time, perhaps only a part. Biit spiritual things 
have to be measured not by hours or minutes, but by 
their intensity. And what our Lord's cry is meant to 
teach us is that He who understood to the fullest 
depth the intensity of its sorrow was made to feel 
what it is to be shut off from God and His goodness; 
that He thus tasted spiritual death ; and that because 
He thus bore that penalty we need never know what 
it is at all. 

34. We need never die in the one way that most 
deserves the name of death. Our bodies will decay 



and be laid in the grave. But from the time of our 
Baptism our souls have spiritual life in them, and we 
can go on growing more and more in the heavenly 
life, which is opened out to us in still larger measure 
when our mortal bodies fail. 



£ 



XIII. 

/ BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS 
CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED. 



1, 2. Crucifixion. 8, 4. The Atonement. 6-13. The Burial. 
14, 15. The guard. 16, 17. The remembrance by us. 

1. Our Lord was nailed by His holy Hands and 
Feet to a Cross which was fastened upright in the earth. 

He was nailed to it by Gentile soldiers who were 
set on to do it by the Jews. 

2. Christ was nailed to the Cross at nine o'clock 
in the morning, and His Soul left His Body at three 
in the afternoon. 

Usually, people who were crucified lived a con- 
siderably longer time on the cross before dying, 
sometimes for more than twenty-four hours ; but the 
anguish which our Lord underwent in His Heart and 
Soul hastened the breaking up of His bodily life. 

3. In the Crucifixion and its attendant circum- 
stances our Lord made an Atonement for the sins of 
the world. 
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God has taught us in Nature, as well as revealed to 
us by Grace,.that every sin brings its own punishment; 
and that before any sin can be done away this punish- 
ment must be inflicted. 

As the sins of men against God are worthy of 
death, it follows that unless someone else bears this 
punishment for them, all men must die and be banished 
for ever from the Presence of God. 

In earthly matters men may, if they will, sometimes 
bear one another's punishment ; but for any man to 
bear the punishment of another in the Judgment of 
God he would need to be perfectly sinless himself. 
We can conceive that a man who had never had sin 
himself could give his life to God in atonement for 
the guilt of a sinful man. But no such mere man" 
has ever lived on earth ; and if there had, he could 
only (as we can imagine) have saved one other life 
by the sacrifice of his own. With our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, both God and Man, the case 
was different. 

If the value of our Lord's Life in the sight of God 
were put in the balance against the value of every 
person's life who has lived since Adam, and of every 
one who will live till the Last Day, our Lord's Life 
would be found infinitely more precious than all. So 
that when He was made wrongfully to endure thfc 
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suffering of death, that suffering on His part was a 
full and perfect sacrifice which more than atoned for 
the sins of everyone else who for his sins might justly 
be put to death. 

One sovereign is worth many farthings : and our 
Lord's Life was worth more than all other lives of 
men put together. 

4. This Sacrifice of our Lord's applies to all 
particular matters of sin, as well as for sin generally. 

He was made to bear shame to atone for our sins 
of shame ; to endure the scourging, for our sins of 
cruelty : to meet with ingratitude to make atonement 
for our sins of ingratitude : to be treated insolently, 
for our presumption : to be denied, for our shrinking 
from confessing His Name ; to labour under the 
Cross, for our indolence : to suffer pain, for our sins 
of cowardice with regard to suffering : to be numbered 
with transgressors while Barabbas was released, for 
our calling good evil and evil good. In His obedience. 
He made atonement for our disobedience : in His 
submission, for our pride : in His meekness and 
silence, for our outbursts of temper and hasty words. 
And in these and all other ways in which we sin we can 
receive pardon from God, if we truly repent, because 
our Blessed Lord has endured punishment in our stead. 
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5. Soon after three o'clock a rich man named 
Joseph of Arimathaea went to Pilate and asked for 
permission to bury our Lord's blessed Body. 

6. Pilate would not consent until he had first 
called one of the soldiers to make sure that Christ 
really was dead ; and when the centurion made him 
certain of that, he agreed to S. Joseph's request. 
SI Mark XV. 43, 44, 45. 

7. It is also certain Christ's Body was really dead, 
because one of the soldiers, although he saw that it 
was already dead, pierced His Side with a spear, so 
that Blood and Water flowed out. S.John xix, 34, 35. 

8. Nicodemus and S. Mary Magdalene, with other 
holy women, helped S. Joseph of Arimathaea to bury 
Christ's dear Body. 

9. After wrapping it in clean linen clothes with 
frankincense they laid it in a new tomb, in Joseph of 
Aximathaea's garden, which S. Joseph had made for 
limself. 

10. The grave was hewn in the side of a rock, 
md was shut up with a great stone in front. 

11. By this burial the prophecy in Isa. liii. 9, "He 
nade His grave . . . with the rich in His death," 
nras fulfilled. 
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12. And we are told all this about it, amongst 
other things, to show that, though our Lord allowed 
Himself to be killed so shamefully, His Body was 
watched over with tender and reverent care by people 
who loved Him. 

13. The time of the Burial was something before 
six o'clock on Friday evening. S. Mark xv. 42 ; 
S, Luke xxiii. 54. 

14. After the Burial the Sepulchre was guarded 
by people who did not love Christ. The chief priests 
sent a band of soldiers to keep watch ; and they also 
sealed the stone at the mouth of the grave, so that no 
one could move it without its being known. 

15. They did this because they knew that Christ 
had said He would rise again in three days ; and they 
thought that perhaps the Apostles would try to steal 
His Body away and then pretend He had come back 
to life. S./ohn iu 19-21 ; S, Matt xxvii, 63, 64. 

16. Our Lord wished us particularly to remember 
His Death, and bade us join in a special offering of 
worship to keep it before us. I mean the Holy Com- 
munion, which is the Memorial of His Passion and 
Crucifixion before God and man, i Cor. xi. 26. 

17. Jesus Christ also in His Death set the pattern 
of how a Christian should die. 
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That he should not shrink from death coming to 
him while young ; nor from its coming with suffering 
and pain. 

But that he should earnestly endeavour that whatever 
work God has for him to do may be finished before 
that day. S> John xviu 4. 

And that at the last he should reverently commend 
his spirit into the Father's Hands : laying down his 
life in the body, in the sure and joyful confidence 
that he will be called upon hereafter to take it again. 



XIV. 
HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. 



1-6. The Descent not to the Lajce. 6-9. Nor to the Lost in 
Hades. 1017. But to "the Spirits in prison.*' 18-21. And 
to Paradise. 

1. Our Lord's Spirit, after it had left the Body, 
went to the place where the souls of the departed 
wait for the great Day of Resurrection and Eternal 
Judgment. Acts it. 27, 31. 

2. A simple name for that place is the Place of 
Waiting j but in the Creed it is called Hell, and in 
other places ftades. 

3. In the Creed the word Hell stands as the 
translation of the Latin word "Infema," and that 
meant " the lower places " or " the place of the dead." 

4. In our ordinary language Hell means at the 
present day "the lake burning with fire and brimstone^ 
prepared for the devil and his angels." JRev, xix. 20. 

5. Our great Master did not go to this last place 
at a}}. It is not dear whether anyone is there yet : 
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but the evil spirits and the souls of the lost will be 
there after the Day of Judgment. jRev. xx, 14, 15 ; 
jcxu 8. 

6. The souls of the lost are, as yet, in the Place of 
Waiting, which is called Hades. 

7. The souls of good people who have departed 
this life are also in the Place of Waiting. 

8. But the good souls and the souls of the lost 
are not together there 

All we know for certain about the Place of Waiting 
has to be learnt from God's revelation regarding it in 
Holy Scripture. But from Holy Scripture we may gather 
that Hades is divided into three parts, one of which 
is quite separate from the other two, and is called the 
Bottomless Pit (jRev, xx. i) : and it is there (as far as 
we can tell anything about them) the souls of the lost 
are kept till the Day of Judgment. 

9. Oiu: Lord did not go to them. They had died 
without repentance, and having rejected grace. And 
there is nothing said about our Saviour having anything 
to do with them at that time. 

10. The other two places in Hades, spoken of in 
Scripture, are called, one, a place of detention, and the 
other Paradise ; and in these two seem to b^ %^xV\et^^ 
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all the souls that are to be in Heaven at last. 
They must be referred to here separately, because 
there is evidently a distinction between the two. But 
for anything that appears in Holy Writ they may be 
simply different parts of the same place. 

11. The place of detention is called in our Bible a 
prison ; but that does not necessarily mean a dismal 
dungeon, but somewhere shut up, an enclosed place ; 
where souls were kept for a time who were afterwards 
to be admitted to greater happiness, i *S^ /V/. ///. 19. 

12. The souls in particular which we know of as 
being there are spoken of by S. Peter, who says that 
there were there spirits who had been disobedient in 
the days of Noah, while the Ark was preparing : and 
who therefore if they had listened to Noah might have 
been saved (we may venture to presume) in the Ark. 

13. We are told that there is no repentance in the 
grave ; and the whole body of Scripture teaching goes 
to prove in the most absolute manner possible that 
if people have grace offered them in this life and 
obstinately refuse to accept it, they have no second 
chance of turning to God given them after their souls 
have left this world. 

14* Consequently, the souls of which S. Peter 
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speaks must have been those of people who, though 
they would not attend to Noah when he preached to 
them, still, after the Flood had come and all hope of 
saving their bodies was gone, repented at the very 
last, turned to God before they were drowned, and so 
saved their souls. 

It might be held that the persons referred to here 
may possibly have repented before the Flood though 
their bodies perished in its waters. This consideration 
does not affect the point before us, which is that they 
must have repented before death, and that their souls 
were " in prison " at the time when our Lord was put 
to death in the flesh. 

15. The Apostle tells us that when our Lord was 
" put to death in the flesh" He was "quickened (that 
is, alive) in His Spirit," and in His Spirit went and 
preached to these souls. 

16. In His preaching our Lord would doubtless 
tell them about the Life He had lived and the Death 
He had died for them on earth, and that through it 
He had set them free after their long waiting. 

17. We may believe our Lord would take them 
out of the " shut up " place into Paradise, the other 
part of the good side of the Place of Waiting. In any 
case it is certain they must have been belt^i ^tA 
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happier after our Lord's preaching to them than before. 
But this passage, though it opens out to us a blessed 
view of God's mercy, ought not to afford encourage- 
ment to the hope of a death-bed repentance. For it 
may be that in a Christian community there can be no 
souls placed in a similar position. And further, 2,500 
years elapsed (according to the accepted computation) 
between the Flood and the Death of our Lord upon 
the Cross ; and we are left to conclude that during 
the whole of that time these sinners remained (in some 
degree of punishment) in the "prison" whither our 
Lord went to preach to them. 

18. Paradise is also called by our Lord the Bosom 
of Abraham. There the souls of the holy dead are 
gathered, and remain in peace and rest unto the 
Resurrection. S, Luke xvi, 22. 

19. Without doubt our Lord went there. He 
Himself told one of the thieves who were crucified 
with Him that that day he should be with Him " in 
Paradise." S, Luke xxiiL 43. 

20. Our Master remained in the Place of Waiting 
part of Friday, the whole of Saturday, and a short 
part of Sunday. 

21. Our Lord took joy and blessedness with Him : 
so that the Christian idea of falling asleep is happier 
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every way than the religious Jew's anticipation of 
going down to the grave and darkness. This shows 
itself repeatedly in Holy Scripture in the different way 
in which the Old and New Testaments speak of death 
and the rest of departed souls. 



( 



XV. 

I BELIEVE THAT ON THE THIRD DAY HE 

ROSE AGAIN. 



1-6. ClrcuxnstJknoeB of the BoBiirreotloii. 6-11. The Resur- 
rection Body. 12-16. ChrlBt In us the hope of fflory. 17-20. 
The BlownoBB of the Apostlee to believe In the ReBurrectlon. 
21-23. The proof given thein. 24-27. But not to the Jews 
generally. 

1. Our Lord rose from the dead on the third day 
after His Burial; counting that part of Friday during 
which His Body was in the grave as the first day. 

2. His Soul came back from Paradise, and entered 
again into His Body which was in the Tomb. 

3. He came out of the Sepulchre quite silently, 
without moving the stone ; and the soldiers who were 
keeping guard knew nothing about it. 

4. Afterwards an Angel came openly and rolled 
away the stone : and at the sight of the Angel the 
guard were terrified and became as dead men. 
S, Matt xocviiu 2-4. 
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5. While it was still dark on Sunday morning the 
holy women who had helped to bury Him on Friday 
set out to take fresh spices for His Body : the early 
daylight had risen by the time they reached the 
grave ; but our Lord had already left it, and the Angel 
had rolled away the stone. S. John xx. i ; »S. Matt, 
XXV Hi, I. 

6. Our Lord's Body after the Resurrection at once 
began to be glorified. 

7. It was the same Body which was crucified, 
because the marks of the nails were in the Hands and 
Feet, and of the spear in the Side. Also, although 
the Sepulchre had been so strictly guarded by the 
soldiers, there was no body left there even when the 
Angel went to it, and it must therefore have been our 
Lord who took it away. 

8. The Body our Lord had after the Resurrection 
was a real human body which could be touched and 
felt ; and our Lord once asked the Apostles for some 
food which He ate, to show that He was not simply 
a ghost or spirit. S, Luke xxiv, 39, 40, 41-43. 

9. But the Body was different from our bodies in 
being able to come out of the grave while the grave 
was still shut up \ and to go in and out to the Apostles 
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in the upper room without moving anything, though 
the Apostles carefully fastened themselves in for fear 
of the Jews. S.John xx, 19. 

10. Our Lord looked the same as He had done 
before the Crucifixion, yet in someway different also. 
The disciples so little expected our Lord's Resurrection 
that, on various occasions, they did not know Him 
immediately when He returned to them. 

Thus S. Mary Magdalene in the garden, in the 
twilight of dawn (S, John xx, 14, 15); and the two 
disciples walking to Emmaus, in the evening twilight 
(iS. Luke xxiv, 15, 16, 29) ; and the Apostles together, 
when out on the sea and our Lord stood on the shore, 
" when the morning had now come," and night just 
ended. S.John xxi. 4. 

But in each case the recognition that it was Christ 
came upon them with irresistible certainty ; though it 
is also evident that a change of some kind had taken 
place in Him. This appears in the scene by the Sea 
of Galilee. S. John, after telling how the Aposties 
came to their Master, goes on to say, ** None of the 
disciples durst as'k Him, who art Thou, knowing that 
it was the Lord." S.John xxi, 12. 

11. Probably our Lord was more beautiful: the 
look of weariness and suffering must have left His 
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Face: though the glory which He received at His 
Ascension had not yet come to Him. 

1 2. Christ's Resurrection is a source of the greatest 
joy to us, for it is through His having risen that we 
are sure of our own resurrection, i S. FeUr i. 3, 4 ; 
Rom, V, \o\ viiu 11. 

13. It was impossible for Christ's Body to be kept 
under the power of death, because the Divine Nature 
of His Godhead was added to it Acts ii. 24. 

14. This truth concerns us closely, for in the 
Sacraments we are ourselves made partakers of Christ : 
not of His Spirit only, but of His Flesh and Blood : 
and not of His Sacred Human Nature only, but by 
means of it of the power of His Divine Nature also. 
And if we die in that state of communion with Christ 
we must certainly rise again in our bodies as well as 
our souls. I Cor, jcz;. 22. 

15. Our bodies will not rise because there is 
anything in themselves better than dust and ashes, 
but because the perfect Nature of Christ is incorporated 
into them. "We are one with Him, and He with us." 
S,John vu 54-57. 

16. Other places of Holy Scripture make it certain 
that the bodies of people, other than Christians, will 
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also rise at the Last Day ; but our Lord's teaching in 
S. John vi. shews clearly that there will be a very 
distinct difference between the resurrection of those 
who have had sacramental participation in His Nature 
and those who have not. 

17. Our Lord appeared to His disciples after His 
Resurrection at various times during a period of forty 
days. Acfs /*. 3. 

18. Before the Crucifixion Jesus Christ told the 
Apostles that it was about to happen, and that on the 
third day He would rise again. But as they did not 
realize the nearness and reality of what He said about 
His approaching sufferings, it is not much to be 
wondered at that they forgot what He had foretold 
about His triumph over them in the end. S. Matt, 
xvi. 21 ; XX, 19. 

19. When it did come their Master's Death was so 
plain and vivid to the eleven that after He had risen 
again they were very slow to believe He could have 
returned to this life. 

20. They would not believe any witness at all 
until they had themselves, each one with his own eyes, 
seen Jesus Christ in the flesh. 

21. First, the holy women told them they had seejj 
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angels who said that Christ was risen. S. Matt, xxviii, 9 ; 
S, Mark xvi, 9; 5. Luke xxiv, 9-12; ^S'. John 
XX, 10, II, 14. 

Next, our Lord walked a considerable distance with 
Cleopas and another disciple, talking to them about 
things prophesied of Himself, and yet they did not 
realize that it was Jesus Christ who was with them 
until the moment before He left them. The Apostles 
did not believe Cleopas about this, though he was 
supported in his words by his companion. S, Mark 
xvi. 13. 

Thirdly, when ten of the Apostles had met together 
Christ came into their midst, and proved to them 
evidently that it was He Himself. Yet, even after 
that, S. Thomas who was absent refused to believe ; 
and continued incredulous for the whole of the week 
following ; that is, till he too had seen our Saviour 
with his own eyes. S. John xx. 25. 

22. Of course to say that someone who is dead 
has risen and come to life again, and to require anyone 
to believe it, is to ask a great deal. But the law takes 
the witness of any two men of ordinary credit in most 
matters as conclusive ; and when, especially, S. Thomas 
refused to believe the testimony of ten men whom he 
knew from past experience to be trustworthy, though 
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he was only doing what people often do now, his 
conduct is much to be wondered at. 

23. Our Lord, when He revealed Himself to him, 
said, ** Blessed are those who have not seen, but yet 
have believed." 

These words contain a severe rebuke for people who 
will believe nothing except what they themselves see 
and can understand. S. John xx, 29. 

24. Christ once appeared to five hundred people 
together after the Resurrection, i Cor. xv. 6. 

25. Christ did not shew Himself to any of the 
unbelieving Jews after He had risen from the dead. 
They had rejected Him at the Crucifixion, and hence- 
forth He was only seen by " brethren," that is, people 
who already loved Him and held to Him. Acts x, 40, 41. 

26. If He had appeared to any of the unbelieving 
Jews it would not have converted them, but would 
have increased their condemnation. 

27. He Himself said that if they believed not 
Moses and the Prophets witnessing of Him, not to 
mention Himself preaching to them, and the works 
that He did while with them in the world, they would 
not be " persuaded though one rose from the dead." 
S. Luke xvL 31. 



XVI. 

/ BELIEVE HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, 

AND SITTETH AT THE RIGHT HAND 

OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY. 



2-6. Tliat our Lord Is In Heaven. 6, 7, 12. His place there. 
8-11. His medlatien In presenting prayer. 13-17. And In 
answering. 18-20. Olirlst's government. 21. Over Cliristlans 
specially. 22. Permitting a dominion to Satan. 23-28. A 
comparison of effects. 

1. By saying our Lord ascended we mean He 
" went up." 

The place He went up to is Heaven. 

2. The eleven Apostles saw Him ascend. Acts i, 
9, lo. 

3. One of the Psalms tells us that companies of 
Angels, singing hymns of rejoicing, met Him on His 
way. JPs. xxiv, 7-10. 

4. S. Stephen saw Him afterwards standing at the 
Right Hand of God. S. Paul a little later heard His 
Voice speaking out of Heaven, and spoke back to 
Him. And a great many years after the same our 
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Lord Jesus Christ went to S. John in the Isle of 
Patmos and took him up into Heaven, where He 
shewed him the wonderful things which are written in 
the Book of Revelation. Ac^s viu 55, 56 ; ix, 3-7 ; 
J^ev. /. 9-1 1, 17, 18. 

5. The Apostles knew besides that our Lord had 
gone to Heaven, and that He remembered them there, 
because ten days after His Ascension He sent them 
the Holy Ghost, according to a promise He had before 
made them. Acts /. 5, 8. 

6. In Heaven our Blessed Lord has exalted the 
nature of man above all the angels to the Throne of 
God. We must remember that in His Divine Nature 
He is God, and one with God the Father. His 
Human Nature is not lost in His Divinity, and also 
is never to be separated from it ; and to express in 
words which we can understand this closeness of the 
communion of Christ's Manhood with Divinity our 
Lord is said to be seated at the Right Hand of God. 
5. Luke xxiL 69 ; Heb, u 3 ; iv, 14. 

7. There Christ prays for us and also rules us. 
Rom, viiu 33, 34; Eph, L 20-22. 

8. Let us consider what Christ does by way of 
prayer for us, first. All our prayers before going to 
God the Father are taken first to our Blessed Lord, 
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If 

who makes them perfect, and presents them with His. 

9. We know this because Christ is the Mediator 
between God and man ; and our own prayers, at the 
best, would not be fit to be presented to God the 
Father just as we pray them. J^om, viii, 26 ; Isa, vL 5. 

10. Besides, even when we try to do what is right, 
it happens to all people living in the midst of tempta- 
tions, that, unless they be really saints, they fall into 
grievous sins ; which, if it were not for Jesus Christ, 
would stand between them and the Father and prevent * 
them from praying at all. But in all such cases our 
Blessed Lord intercedes with the Father for us ; prays 
for us before we pray for ourselves ; and it is much 
more because of His Intercessions than for any of our 
own unworthy prayers, that we are alive and spared 
unto this day. The most holy people need the inter- 
cession of Jesus Christ for them. Heb. it. 17. 

11. In interceding for us our Lord pleads before 
God the Father the Death and Passion He suffered 
for mankind on the Cross. He asks God to spare us 
and listen to us, not on account of goodness in us, 
but because He suffered and died for us. And because 
His Atonement for the sins of men was accepted in 
the Divine Counsels of the Blessed Trinity before the 
world began. Heb. viii. 3 j ^. 5, 12, 19-22 ; Acts it. 23. 
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1 2. Besides praying for us, our Lord helps us as 
the Head of His Body, the Church. 

As such He " stood " at the Right Hand of God to 
help S. Stephen in his martyrdom. 

As such it was through Christ that the Father sent 
the Holy Ghost to the Apostles at Pentecost; and 
now to Christian people in Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Ordination. Ac/s it, 33, 36. 

13. As Christ is the Mediator between God and 
man, and also the Head and Ruler of the Church of 
which we are members, we must believe that it is 
through Him all answers come to our prayers. 

We are allowed to tell all our troubles and difficulties 
to the Father through Him, and to ask for air we 
want ; and through Him our petitions are replied to. 
Heb, iu 17, 18; iv. 15, 16. 

14. Our prayers are far from being always answered 
as we wish, even when we have prayed them — accord- 
ing to our knowledge — quite earnestly and rightly. 

15. That happens 

(i.) Because sometimes, perhaps often, we ask 
God for things which, if we had them, would be 
injurious to us. 

(ii.) Because at other times we pray for things 
which, though good for us in themselves, we are far 
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from being prepared to receive at the time we ask 
for them. 

(iii.) Many things we desire are kept back by God 
iiat in due time better things may come to us. 

(iv.) Because, again, we do not work together with 
Sod towards the attainment of our petitions. For 
instance, if we have a difficult lesson to learn out of a 
)ook, or in some other way, and pray for God's help 
o be with us, but do not try to master it ourselves, 
:he blessing may be quite ready to come and yet be 
leld back, because we fail to do our part. We must 
lot expect by prayer to get God to do for us what we 
ire able to do for ourselves. 

(v.) Prayers sometimes do not seem to be answered 
>ecause the answer is coming gradually, whereas we 
xpected it to be quick. This is particularly the case 
nth regard to many faults, infirmities, and difficulties. 
Jod does not set us free from them immediately, but 
saves us to fight a battle, or many battles with them. 
^d yet all the while He hears our prayers so effec- 
ually that in the end we overcome the evil, or find a 
v^ay of deliverance ; whereas, if we had not prayed, 
.nd that constantly, we should never have surmounted 
: at all. 

(vi.) If we really set ourselves to gain a habit of 
ontinual communion with God in prayer, oui L»Qt<i Ss» 
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sure to teach us to submit ourselves to His Will very 
thankfully, whatever it may be we pray about. To 
learn to wisA for nothing except what God shall see to 
be best for us is a great blessing ; and in order to set 
us in the way to gain it, God, in His goodness, will 
perhaps for a long time seem to disregard many of 
our prayers. 

1 6. When there is occasion God gives immediate 
answers to our prayers. And this, in a multitude of 
ways, is frequently experienced in Christian life. 

17. It is to be noted therefore that in answering 
our prayers, our Lord gives us what is good for us and 
withholds what would be evil : and that He takes into 
account whether we have prayed rightly or not, whether 
we are ready for the gift desired or not, and in other 
respects considers the attainments, failings, and aims 
of our lives. 

In doing this He exercises, in part, His personal 
government over ourselves and all other Christian 
people. £p/i. i. 18-23. 

18. Our Lord has not yet entered into the full 
government of the world. And even in that part 
where His personal government is exercised, it is not 
exercised wholly but only partially, i Cor, xv, 25, 26; 
./5^A //. 8. 
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19. If our Lord exercised full dominion in any 
place all evil would immediately cease there and 
nothing but good remain. 

But this is evidently not the case anywhere in this 
present world, and Christ shewed beforehand that it 
would not be so by the Parable of the Tares in the 
Field. S. Matt, xiii, 24-30. 

20. In that Parable He spoke of Himself as taking 
care of the wheat which He had planted, and yet 
permitting the enemy to go amongst it and sow tares 
which were left to grow up. 

21. There can be no doubt that our Master's 
personal government extends over all the countries 
which are counted as in Christendom ; that is, all the 
lands in which He is generally believed in, and in 
which His Kingdom is set up ; and in other parts of 
the world also where Christian people are living. 

If a Christian man were in the midst of a heathen 
country Christ's covenanted care would watch over 
His servant, though it did not over the whole country. 

22. The whole world is under the general govern- 
ment and providence of God, who created and sustains 
it. This truth is certainly declared in both the Old 
and New Testaments. 

On the other hand our Lord calls Satan the Prince 
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of this world, a title which indicates that a certain 
power and authority is exercised by him. S. John 
xii, 31 ; xiv. 30; xvi, 11. 

23. In heathen countries where the devil has 
fullest sway he can still do nothing but what he is 
permitted to by God. And in lands where the Church 
prevails his power is so greatly limited that he is 
spoken of as being chained. Rev, xx. i, 2. 

24. Baptism is the formal act by which people are 
taken from being subjects of the devil in the kingdom 
of wrath to be under the personal rule and authority 
of Jesus Christ. 

And Satan cannot do anything whatever which can 
really injure Christians who hold truly and steadfastly 
to their own Lord and Master. S. Luke xii, 4, 5 ; 
I Tim, i, 19, 20. 

25. When Christ came — and during the time that 
the Church was winning her way, amidst opposition, 
to supremacy in the lands now called Christendom- 
it was no unusual thing for people to have their bodies 
taken possession of by devils ; but after the Church 
had prevailed that kind of possession ceased entirely. 

26. Satan has still sufficient influence to lead men 
to commit very dreadful crimes in Christian countries. 
But those who do such things are called guilty, and 
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themselves know that unless they repent they will 
be damned. 

27. The crimes committed before the devil's power 
was restrained were, however, even unspeakably worse, 
and many of the most shameful and cruel were not 
accounted sins at all. 

28. The most sure sign of the devil regaining his 
former strength in any land would be for the people 
of it to call by good names deeds which they had 
formerly owned to be sinful. 



XVII. 

FROM THENCE HE SHALL COME AGAIN TO 
JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. 



1, 2. The certainty of Christ's Retnm. 3-ft. Forewarning 
Sifiros. 6-9. lS-15. Attendant eircnmstancee. 10-12. Condition 
of tbe impenitent. 16-19. The gathering to Judc^ent. 20-38. 
The Books of Judgment. 23, 21. Judgment. 25-29. Punishment. 

1. Our Lord will Himself come again to the 
world. 

2. That He will do so was foretold 

(i.) By two angels who came to the Apostles at the 
very time Christ disappeared from their sight ascending 
into Heaven. Acts i, lo, ii. 

(ii.) By our Lord Himself both to His disciples, 
and to the chief priests and their followers. »S. Mark 
xiv. 62. 

(iii.) By the Apostles to us in many parts of their 
Epistles. 

3. The Coming of Christ will be excessively 
sudden, like the lightning flashing from one part of 
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leaven to the other. But those who love Him and 
rait for His appearing will have been prepared before- 
land by various indications of its approach. S, Matt, 
cxiv. 27. 

4. Irreligious people will either not take any notice 
)f these indications ; or, if they do, will say they are 
lothing uncommon and will explain them away. 2 S. 
Peter Hi. 4, 5. 

5. The signs to give warning, or be as signals of 
I^hrist's approach, will be of various kinds. 

(i.) The Gospel will have been preached in all the 
vorld. S. Matt. xxiv. 14. 

(ii.) Some prophecies, as yet unfulfilled, will have 
Dean accomplished. Prophecies however have fre- 
quently been fulfilled speedily and in quite unexpected 
vays. Ezek, xlvii ; Rev. xviii. 

(iii.) There will be wonderful appearances and 
iisturbances in the sun, moon, and stars. Great 
earthquakes in the world. And great wars, famines, 
md tumults, amongst men : with a painful uncertainty 
3f mind as to what will happen next. S. Mark xiii, 
7, 8, 19, 24, 25 ; S. Luke xxi, 26. 

(iv.) An immense power of unbelief will have risen 
up in opposition to the Church. 2 Tkess, it. 3, 4. 

(v.) The special mark of this unbelief will be that it 
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will deny that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into 
the world as Man at all. i S, John iv, 3. 

6. Quite at the last an Archangel will blow a 
trumpet : there will be a mighty shout, i Thess. iv, 16. 

Our Lord's Sign, that is, a Cross, will appear in the 
sky. S. Matt xxiv, 30. 

And then Christ will Himself come. 

7. He will come in the clouds of Heaven, in 
glorious Majesty, and all the holy Angels will be with 
Him. S. Mark xitu 26. 

8. He will come in that same Human Person 
Divine which He had when He was born of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which was lifted up on the Cross, which 
rose from the dead and came out of the grave, and 
which ascended in glory into Heaven. 

9. Our Lord will be so beautiful, that notwith- 
standing all we have been taught about His perfect 
loveliness, and that He is more beautiful than anything 
we can possibly think of, those who love Him will still 
gaze on Him with wondering amazement. Song of 
Songs V. 10; 2 Thess, i. 10 (no/e the force oforav «Xflf 

. , BavfmaOijvat, and the translation in the Jievisd 
Version). 

JO. The condition of the unrepentant evil-doers 
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will be dreadful. They will call on the rocks to fall 

on them and the hills to cover them, but in vain. 

Their great desire will be to hide from Christ, not 

perhaps in the hope that He may not see them, but 

in blind all-absorbing terror at the sight of Him. 

« 

J^^. vi, 1 6. 

11. The prophecy will be fulfilled which our Lord 
uttered that on whomsoever He should fall in His Wrath 
it would grind them to powder. S, Luke xx. 17, 18. 

12. The chief priests and Pharisees of our Lord's 
Day on earth, and all who joined with them, and all 
who in ages before led up to and have since shared in 
their sin of crucifying Christ, will have to look on Him 
whom they pierced. J^ev, i, 7. 

13. The part of the world to which Christ will 
return will be that same Mount of Olives from which 
He ascended. Zec/i. xiv, 4. 

14. The Mount of Olives will cleave asunder 
beneath His Feet, and He will have a great white 
throne set in the air Rev. xx. 1 1 . 

1 5. The whole world will take fire at the Presence 
of Christ's glory; and the heavens — that is, the sky 
with all we see in it — will also burn and pass away, 
and the elements melt with fervent heat. 2 S. Peter 
Hi, 10, 12. 

G 
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1 6. All the people who have ever lived in the 
worid at any time since Adam up to that Day wiU be 
gathered together to give an accoimt of how they have 
spent their lives, and to receive sentence of Life or 
Death for Eternity from Jesus Christ the Lord. 
jR^, XX. 12, 13. 

17. Those who have loved our Blessed Lord, who 
have repented of their faults, and have done good in 
their lives, will meet Him with a wonderful unspeak- 
able joy in their hearts, and will be gathered together 
on His Right Hand. 

18. Those who have hardened themselves against 
the Love of God, who have rejected His grace, and 
chosen to be wicked rather than good, will be placed 
on the Left Hand of Christ. 

19. They will be judged by our Lord for every idle 
word they have spoken, and for all the deeds done 
in the flesh. 

20. All things whatever they have done will be 
found written in books which will be opened. 

21. There will be one book, called the Book of 
Life, in which the names of all those who are saved 
will be entered. J^ev. xx. 15. 

There is a Book of Remembrance of those who 
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fear the Lord and think upon His Name, which is 

perhaps the same book as the Book of Life. Mai, 

••• ^ 

ttt, 10. 

And there are other books in which all things that 
people have done are entered. jRev, xx, 1 2 ; Dan. 
vii. 10. 

22. There are two things specially to be remem- 
bered with regard to the Book of Life. 

(i.) The names of all Christian people are entered 
in the Book of Life in Heaven at the time of their 
baptism on earth. But if any of them are wicked, 
choosing evil and refusing to be good, their names are 
afterwards blotted out of the holy book and all their 
sins are remembered in another. 

(ii.) But if they try to do good and truly repent of 
their sins,, all their sins are blotted out (even if at 
times they do what is wrong), and not one of them 
will be brought up against them at the Judgment. 
Whilst our Master says He will in no wise blot out 
their names from the Book of Life. Isa, xliv, 22 ; 
Rev, iiu 5. 

23. There are three things we may particularly 
note about the Judgment of the good. 

(i.) Whatever they have done for our Lord Jesus 
Christ will be remembered in their favour. Our Lord 
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teaches this in the Parable of the Labourers in the 
Vineyard and the Parables of the Talents and 
the Pounds. 

(ii.) \Vhatever they have done in lovingkindness 
for others, especially for the poor, the suffering, those 
in prison and distress, the outcast, and any who can 
make no return to them on earth, will be taken count 
of and rewarded. This is taught in a Parable of the 
Judgment and many other places. S, Matt xxv. 31-40. 

(iii.) Whatever they have done at any time simply 
to please themselves will count for nothing. See S. 
Matt. xvii. 24-27. 

This ought to be earnestly borne in mind by all 
people who do wish to love Jesus Christ, but still are 
tempted to be easy in their life and self-indulgent in 
their habits. 

24. There are also three things we may note about 
the Judgment of the wicked. 

(i.) There will be some on our Lord's Left Hand 
who have once been good, who have shared in the 
Grace of God and prepared to meet Christ along with 
good companions, but who have afterwards grown 
negligent and careless : and who are pictured as 
turning to Christ when it is too late. S. Matt, xxv, 1-13. 

(ii.) There will be another set of people who have 
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thought themselves quite good and sure to go to 
Heaven ; but who, though they have had an outward 
show of religiousness, have occupied themselves about 
their own pleasures and gains in the world, and have 
not really loved Christ nor tried to serve Him rightly. 
A truth which our Lord will declare by saying to them, 
** I never knew you." S. Matt. vii. 21-23. 

(iii.) Those who have feared men more than God, 
unbelievers, the abominable, murderers, adulterers, 
lovers of pleasure, and lovers of money, drunkards, 
and all liars, will with all the other evil people be 
condemned to eternal punishment. Rev. xxi, 8 ; i Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. 

25. The special punishment of the wicked is 
described as one of loss. 

They lose the Vision of God. 

They lose the dear Presence of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

They lose the holy and pleasant company of the 
blessed saints and angels. 

They lose the delight of eternal life in that land 
where shall be no pain nor sorrow, but all joy and 
beauteousness. 

They lose joys which no words can tell nor even 
heart think of: and because they lose all this their 
punishment is called damnation. 
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26. Damnation is a word which means loss. And 
if you have ever, through your own wilful fault, lost 
anything you very greatly prized, and know the bitter 
pain which that involves : you will still only have felt 
the merest shadow of the anguish which will fall upon 
the wicked when they know what is meant by losing 
all the blessed things which God's great mercy offers 
to sinful man. 

27. The place of this punishment is described in 
Holy Scripture as 

A place of outer darkness, where is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. iS. Matt, xxv. 30, 

As hell-fire where the worm dies not and the fire is 
not quenched. S. Mark ix, 44. 

And as the lake burning with fire and brimstone 
prepared for the devil and his angels. ReiK xx. 10; 
S, Matt. XXV, 41. 

28. The punishment itself is eternal. 

The sentence of loss having once been pronounced 
is never reversed. 

The Divine Revelation gives us no ground to think 
that they who have been condemned to hell ever 
after return. 

All the condemned will not, however, be punished 
abke; but according to what knowledge they have 
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had, and their degree of wickedness. S. Luke xii, 47, 48. 

29. The fire, and other dreadful things that go with 
it, are spoken of as eternal. 

A revelation was made to S. John of sinners the 
smoke of whose torment "goeth up for ever and 
ever," or, as it is in the literal Greek for *' the ages 
of ages." jRev. xiv. 11. 

And a declaration with regard to the devil is made 
in almost the same words. Rev. xx, 10. 

30. Our Blessed Lord will take the righteous into 
everlasting life : about which there will be more to say 
when we come to the concluding sentence of the 
Creed. 



XVIII. 
/ BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST. 



1-4. The DiYlnity of the Holy Ghost. 6-7. The Llfs-Oiyer. 
8-11. The Sanctifler. 12, 18. Of old. 14-18. And In the Church. 
19-22. The Coming at Pentecost. 28. The gifts. 24. Thilr 
transmission. 

1. The Holy Ghost is the Third Holy Person of 
the ever-blessed Trinity. 

2. In the Nicene Creed our belief in the Holy 
Ghost is further set forth in these words — " I believe 
in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spake by the Prophets." 

3. The Holy Ghost is called "the Lord" to 
declare plainly that He is God, "of one substance, 
majesty and glory with the Father and the Son." Art, v. 

4. We must not try to understand after an earthly 
manner how there are Three Persons in the One 
Godhead of equal glory, majesty and eternity, and that 
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yet the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father through 
the Son : but it is a wonderful and holy truth. Spiritual 
things are to be spiritually discerned (i Cor. it. 14) : 
and who amongst mortal men shall understand the 
Being of the eternal God ! 

God the Father made us : God the Son redeemed 
us : God the Holy Ghost sanctifies us. 

God the Father made us to be partakers of His 
Blessedness : God the Son paid the penalty due for 
our sins, so that the way to happiness might be open 
to us, after man had lost it by the Fall : God the Holy 
Ghost helps us to try to be holy ourselves, so that 
our Redemption may not be in vain. Rom. v. 5 ; 
Tit. Hi. 5. 

Because the Holy Ghost is God with the Father and 
the Son, we are all, as Christians, baptized into the 
threefold Name. S. Matt, xxviii, 19. 

Because our bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost 
they are also called temples of God. i Cor. vi. 19 ; 
Hi. 16, 17. 

And because the Holy Ghost is that Person of the 
Godhead whose office it is to lead us to holiness, to 
resist and sin against Him so grievously that He at 
length leaves us, is to separate ourselves from God for 
ever. S. Matt. xii. 31, 32. 

And because the Church holds this truth to be part 
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of the most sacred Revelation committed to Her 
keeping by Christ, She has enshrined it in those words 
of praise by which we continually worship God, "Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost 'j as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen." 

5. The Holy Ghost is called the " Life-giver " or 
'* Quickener," because He is revealed to us as the 
Person of the Blessed Trinity who brings to us spiritual 
life and the new birth to righteousness. Jbd. xxxiii. 
4. S.John Hi. 5, 6; Rom, viii. 1-15. 

6. Adam was the first man to whom the Holy 
Ghost gave spiritual life. 

And He gave this life to Adam at the time when 
** the Lord God . . . breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul." Gen. ti. 7. 

7. It is said so expressly ** man became a living 
soul " to teach us that Adam was not given at that 
time simply an earthly soul, such as every one of us 
had before we were baptized : but that his soul was 
quickened by divine life put into it by God the 
Holy Ghost. 

8. He lost this life by being disobedient to God's 
commandment. 

9. After God had taught him that He intended 
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to work out a way for his recovery by the Incarnation 
and Death of Christ the proper thing for Adam to do 
was to believe what God told him, to repent of his 
sins, and to try his best to do what was right. 

10. Our duty is exactly the same : we ought to 
believe all that God teaches us in Holy Scripture 
through the Church ; to repent of our sins, and to try 
our best to do what is right. 

11. No one has ever been able to do this by 
himself. But God the Holy Ghost has from the very 
first come to help people to do so. JPs. //'. 1 1 ; Isa. 
Ixiit. lo, II. 

12. The Holy Ghost therefore helped people to 
love and serve God before the Incarnation of our dear 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And those who 
profited by His help were so many that the Apostle 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews calls them an "innu- 
merable company." ch. xii. i. 

13. These holy men and women of whom the 
Apostle speaks were not helped to be good in some 
other way instead of by the grace of the Holy Ghost. 

Although before our Lord's Incarnation the very 
best people did not know about the Holy Ghost like 
we do now, still it is plain from many places in the 
Scripture that it was the Holy Ghost who worked in 
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the souls of men to sanctify them, then, even as it is 
He who has been the Sanctifier ever since. JSx, 
xxxi. 3 ; 2 Chr, xv, i ; JEzek. xi. 24 ; Heb. ix, 14. 

14. But whatever the blessed and divine Spirit did 
for men before Jesus Christ came in the flesh, that 
which He has done since then has been far greater. 

15. Shortly before His Crucifixion our Lord 
promised His Apostles that after He had gone away 
from them He would send them "the Comforter" 
whom He also calls "the Spirit of Truth." Our 
Lord further said that unless He Himself first went 
away "the Comforter" would not come to thera. 
S, John xiv, 16, 17, 26; xv. 26; ocvi, 7. 

16. By "the Comforter" and "the Spirit of 
Truth " our Lord meant God the Holy Ghost. 

17. I must say again that God the Holy Ghost 
was already in the world. It was He who had helped 
men to think every holy thought, and to do every right 
thing, which they had thought and done, from the 
time of Adam unto Christ. 

18. When therefore our Lord promised in the 
words He used to send the Holy Ghost to the 
Apostles, He meant He would send that blessed 
Spirit in a new way in which He had not been in the 
world before. 
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19. In this way of which our Master spoke the 
Holy Ghost came to the Apostles on the Day of 
Pentecost. 

20. The Apostles were all together in the Upper 
Room at Jerusalem on the tenth morning after the 
Ascension, when " suddenly there came from heaven 
a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like 
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them." Ac/s it, 2, 3. 

21. Though this Fire went on to the Apostles' 
heads it did not burn them, but passed into their 
hearts and souls. 

22. Under this appearance of fire, the Holy Ghost, 
according to Christ's most true promise, came to the 
Apostles; remaining with them through the rest of 
their lives, and giving them power to do many thmgs 
no other people could. 

23. Among these gifts : — 

(i.) The Holy Spirit brought them into direct 
spiritual union with Christ, and helped them to live 
far holier and better lives than they could have done 
otherwise. Fhil, /. 19. 

(ii.) He enabled them to remember with perfect 
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accuracy what Christ had taught them, and the true 
meaning of His words. S. John xiv, 26. 

(iii.) He guided them to found the Church, to 
rule it for Christ, and rightly to order its services. 
Acts XX, 28. 

(iv.) He made them able to celebrate Holy Com- 
munion which our Lord had taught them to do ; and 
to exercise the power to forgive sins in His Name, 
and to give blessings, with which Jesus Christ had 
endowed them. 2 Cor. v, 19. 

(v.) The Holy Spirit abode with them in such a 
manner that they were able to pass these His special 
gifts on to others. 2 Tim. i. 6 ; i Tim. z'. 22 ; Acts 
via. 1 7 ; xix. 6. 

24. The way the Apostles were permitted by the 
loving goodness of God to use this last mentioned 
power was by means of Sacraments. And this is the 
new way in which the Holy Ghost has not ceased to 
come to Christ's people since the Day of Pentecost. 



XIX. 

THE HOLY GHOST WORKING THROUGH 

SACRAMENTS. 



1. Sacrament is the name we give to a religious 
ordinance whereby a ceremony which we can see is 
made the means of bringing to us spiritual help which 
we cannot see. 

2. A Sacrament has therefore "an outward and 
visible sign " and " an inward and spiritual grace." 

3. There are two Sacraments necessary from their 
very nature, for all people to receive, who desire to be 
in the way of salvation set before us by Christ in 
His Church. These two are Baptism and Holy 
Communion. 

4. There are five other services " commonly called 
Sacraments," namely, Confirmation, Forgiveness of 
Sins, Ordination to the Ministry, Holy Matrimony, 
and Anointing the Sick. Homily of Common Prayer 
and Sacraments, 
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A. )3aptt£lm. 

6, 6. Bapttsm lUamlnatlon. 7-11. Regeneration and Adop- 
tion. 12-16. Cleansing from eln. 16, 17. Sponsora. 18-22. 
Certain rules for Administration. 

5. The special good of being baptized is that God 
has ordered Baptism to be the means by which He 
gives the Holy Ghost in such a measure that the 
baptized receive a spirit of understanding, which 
enables them to believe the great truths of the Catholic 
Faith, and to realize the beauty of holiness and the 
wickedness of sin, in a different and much higher and 
more distinct way than the unbaptized can. 

6. On this account it is called the Sacrament of 
Illumination. Heb, x. $2 ; vL 4. 

7. We are also brought by Baptism into Sonship 
to God : and into fellowship with, and belonging to, 
the mystical Body of Christ. 

8. This is because the Holy Ghost given us is One 
with our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and is also given to all other Christian people in the 
same way as to us. 

9. It is therefore to us a Spirit of new birth : and 
Baptism is consequently called Regeneration, which 
means being a second time born. S* John iii. 3-5 ; 
I S. Peter /. 23. 
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10. In our first birth we receive the nature of our 
parents and. are their children. In Baptism we receive 
the Nature of God and become His children. 

In our first birth we are given a body, soul, mind, 
and natural spirit, like all other people in the world ; 
and therefore have fellowship with all human creatures 
as fellow human beings. In Baptism we have added 
to this the Holy Ghost ; and so come to have fellow- 
ship with the whole body of Christians in the higher 
life which belongs to them, and over which death has 
no influence. 

1 1. Baptism is therefore the occasion of our formal 
removal from Satan's dominion into that of the 
Kingdom of Light. JSpA, it, i-6 ; 2 S, Peter u 4. 

12. But in our first birth as earthly children we 
became sharers in an earthly nature, which inherits 
fi-om Adam a disposition to sin, and has in it strong 
natural inclinations to evil. 

13. Every kind of sin stands between us and union 
with the great and holy God. And therefore God, 
before He imparts His holy gifts to us, makes us 
ready and (in a manner) fit to receive them, by forgiving 
us for having that disposition to sin and washing away 
the stain of it. 

14. Persons who are not baptized till they are old 

H 
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enoo^ to tmderstand good and evfl must repent truly 
for their sins past before they can kx>k fcx* forgiveness 
in Holy Baptism. But idien they truly repent God 
forgives them then aO the sins they have actually 
committed, as wdl as pardons in them their natural 
disposition to eviL 

15. Because sin is thus washed away from us in 
this Sacrament Baptism is called "the washing of 
regeneration," and S. P^ul speaks of our being washed 
and sanctified and justified "in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." Ttfus tit. 5 ; 
I Cor. IT. II. 

16. For children fully to benefit by the grace 
of Baptism it is of the greatest importance that 
their parents and guardians should bring them 
up well. 

For this cause the Church has fit>m ancient times 
had a rule not to christen any but the sick, unless they 
have sponsors who will promise to see that they are 
Christianly cared for afterwards. 

17. A child who has been christened, but afterwards 
allowed to grow up ignorant of his baptism and of the 
knowledge of Christ, would not thereby lose the gift 
given him. But it might remain in him for a long 
time without making much, or any, outward difference 
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in his life ; because though God hath done His part 
men had neglected to do theirs, i TAess, it, 13; 
Isa. Ixiv. 5 ; S. Mark xvL 20 ; 2 Cor, vi, 1, 

18. Grown up people must not be baptized unless 
they truly repent of their sins and steadfastly purpose 
to live as Christians ought. S, Luke xxiv, 47 ; Acts 
it. 38 ; Hi, 19. 

19. Any Christian person, that is, any person who 
has been already himself baptized, may baptize an 
unbaptized person in case of sickness or other sudden 
emergency. 

20. To do this, he or she must use water, 
pouring it on the person to be baptized, and saying 
the words, **I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." S, Matt, 
xxviii, 19. 

21. Anyone so baptized can never be baptized 
again ; since Baptism can only be administered once 
to any one person, and it is not necessary that it should 
be a clergyman who does it. 

22. Earnest prayer should always be used to ac- 
company the Sacrament. And also, except in cases 
of real emergency, Baptism ought always to be left to 
be administered by an authorised clergyman. 
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B. ConCrmatton. 

2S. M. 28. 29. Tears of discretion. 25-27. The gift of strenfi^tli. 
80-86. Its administration by the Apostles and bishops. 87. A 
fonndation. 

23. Baptism is given to quite infants, because 
children having been once born can never be too 
young to be gathered into Christ's Flock ; and they, 
by this means, have the grace of the Holy Ghost to 
help them in their very first infant prayers and learn- 
ings about God. 

24. But Confirmation is not given to them until 
they have come to years of discretion ; that is, until 
they are old enough to choose for themselves between 
right and wrong, and have to act with some degree of 
responsibility, independently of what their parents tell 
them. £zek, xvtiL 4, 20. 

25. The Sacrament of Baptism, or Illumination, 
or New Birth, quickens the conscience of Christian 
people, and helps them to the knowledge of good and 
the fear of evil. But it is not enough for us to know 
what is right to choose and follow, and what to avoid ; 
we need strength to act up to our knowledge. 

26. Confirmation, or " Laying on of Hands," is 
the name of the service in which this gift of strength 
is imparted to us. 
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Consequently, in the Service of " Laying on of 
Hands," the bishop first prays God to strengthen (the 
person to be confirmed) with the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter: and then, that he may grow in grace, 
proceeds to ask that the manifold gifts of the Holy 
Spirit may be daily increased in him. In these 
"manifold gifts" are included both those graces of 
the Holy Ghost which he had previously received, 
and that which he is about to receive in his Con- 
firmation. 

27. Confirmation comes thus as the natural 
following up of Baptism, and is therefore called 
the Seal of Baptism. 2 Cor, i, 21, 22 ; Eph. t\ 13; 
tv. 30. 

28. While children are little, if their parents are 
good they help the children to do what is right, and 
stand between them and evil. Young children, 
thus, though they need knowledge, do not so much 
require strength themselves while under the shelter 
of home. 

29. But as soon as they begin to grow older they 
begin also to have to meet temptations by themselves. 
They are with other children at school : many speedily 
have to go out to work : the parents can no longer 
(however much they may wish it) guard them as 
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before. And God has therefore appointed that the 
Church should give them the benefit of this Sacra- 
ment that they may be the better able to face danger 
in His strength, i S, John iu 27. 

30. Confirmation must always be administered by 
a bishop; and he must lay his hands on the head 
of the person to be confirmed. Acts viiu 14, 17; 
xix. 5, 6. 

31. This may be learnt in a very unmistakeable 
manner from the Acts of the Apostles. 

32. In chapter viii. we are told that a clergyman 
named Philip went to Samaria, and by the grace of 
God was the means of converting a large number of 
the half-heathen people who lived there. After their 
conversion he baptized them. 

And when these two things had taken place, — 
namely, that they were converted and baptized — S. 
Peter and S. John went to Samaria to do for them 
what Philip had been unable to, that is to lay their 
hands on them, by which means God bestowed on 
them a gift of the Holy Ghost 

33. The coming of a bishop to any of our towns 
or country parishes to lay his hands on the head of 
believing and baptized people, who have been prepared 
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for him in advance by a clergyman, is an exact follow- 
ing of this Apostolic example. 

34. In Acts xix. an account is given of how S. Paul 
coming once to a heathen city found there twelve men 
who believed in the trae God. 

His first question to them thereupon was as follows, 
" Have you received the Holy Ghost ?" and when he 
learnt that they knew nothing, so far, about the Holy 
Ghost, he taught them. After that they were baptized, 
doubtless by one of the clergymen whom the Apostle 
was in the habit of taking about with him. Then, 
lastly, he himself laid his hands on them, and by his 
ministry God gave them the Holy Spirit. 

35. In both these instances the Holy Ghost was 
given by the " Laying on of Hands " to people who 
already believed in God and tried to serve Him, in 
order to help them to serve Him better. 

The gifts of working miracles, etc., which at times, 
in those days, accompanied the laying on of hands, 
were intended as proofs to them and others of the 
inward invisible grace which they, in Confirmation, 
received. 

God still grants to us the inward invisible grace, 
which we need now as much as they did then, to help 
us to grow in holiness. But He withholds the gift of 
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tongues, etc., because we, who from childhood are 
brought up to be Christians, no longer require such 
external aids to faith. 

36. These two instances are recorded as examples 
of what the Apostles did in all other similar cases. 
Just as specimens are given of S. Peter and S. Paul's 
sermons, miracles, etc. 

The sermons to be found in the Acts are not the 
only ones they preached; nor the miracles related 
the only ones they worked ; neither were these two 
occasions the only cases when they laid on hands. 
We must believe that what they considered so impor- 
tant for the spiritual life of some Christian people they 
considered important for all. 

37. Confirmation is classed in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews as one of six foundation points of Christian 
doctrine, which have first to be accepted before any 
advance can be made in Christian life. cAap. vu i, 2. 

It is easy to understand from this how it comes about 
that the standard of Christian effort, love, and morality, 
is so much lower among those Christian bodies which 
do without Confirmation than it is in the Church. 

So long as one of the foundation stones is left out 
it is impossible to advance in the building up of true 
Christian life as if it were there. 
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C. Ikolp Communion. 

88. mtrodnotion. 89-41. The Memorial. 42. ThanksglYiiig. 
48. Worship. 44. Intercession. 46. The Sacrament. 46. Pre- 
paration. 47-49. Effect. 60-62. Frequency of Reception. 68-68. 
Rnles of Administration. 69. The Office of the Holy Spirit. 

38. Our Lord has left us one prayer which He 
has bidden us, when we pray, to say. He has also 
left us one Service by which to offer our worship 
to Almighty God. The name of this Service is Holy 
Communion; and the Church, in love and duty to 
Christ Her Head, has, from the very first days, made it 
the centre of Her worship, thanksgiving, prayers, 
intercessions, and all other seekings after God Most 
High. 

39. We may often ask friends and relations on 
earth to give us help, or other things we desire, for 
our own sake. But since the sin of our first parents 
in Eden no one has ever been able to ask anything 
from God for his own sake, but only for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus the patriarchs, and all 
people who served God before Christ came in the 
flesh, were taught by God to offer sacrifice when they 
drew near to worship and pray to Him : every sacrifice 
they thus offered was a token to God that a Redeemer 
was coming to make atonement for their offences : and 
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God heard and accepted them for the sake of that 
Redeemer. 

They were not allowed to offer anything they liked, 
but only what God ordained. Thus Abel, when he 
offered a lamb, found favour with God; but God 
would not take any notice of Cain who brought the 
fruits of the earth for his sacrifice. 

40. In Holy Communion we offer our sacrifice to 
God the Father to set forth before Him that Jesus 
Christ has died for our sins, and that for His Sake we 
beseech Him to accept our worship, to receive our 
praises, to forgive our sins, and hear our prayers. We 
trust the more fully that God will do this because Jesus 
Christ Himself, though unseen, is wonderfully present 
with us in every service of Holy Communion ; and 
Himself is our Priest, pleading the Memorial of His 
Passion for us, so that though we (being so sinful) are 
unfit to kneel before God, all our unfitness and un- 
worthiness is not regarded, and we know the Father 
accepts us in the Person of His beloved Son. 

41. The ancient sacrifices had no merit in them- 
selves except as anticipations in the sight of the Father 
of Jesus Christ's sacrifice on Mount Calvary, and as 
expressing the faith and obedience of the offerers. In 
like manner Holy Communion, being offered after the 
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Passion of Christ, looks back to that great Sacrifice, 
and is the Memorial of it before God ; and also is a 
witness of our faith in it, and our desire to obey 
Christ's commands. 

42. The service of Holy Communion is also called 
the Holy Eucharist, because it is our special and chief 
service of thanksgiving to God for His mercies. 

Eucharist means Thanksgiving. 

And whenever God has shown us any great mercy 
or blessing it is proper we should come to offer to 
Him the Blessed Sacrament, as our chief way of 
returning thanks to Him. 

43. It is our duty not only to thank God and pray 
to Him, but also to worship Him. 

Now, we can sing praise to God at home ; and in 
the Services, more especially, of Mattins and Evensong 
at Church. But it is in the Eucharist above and 
before all that we adore God, and are formally joined 
with the Angels and Archangels in worshipping Him. 

44. It is further our duty as Christian people to 
intercede for other persons, our relations, friends, 
fellow-workers and companions, those who do not pray 
for themselves, the heathen, etc., and for the success 
of works undertaken in the love of God. We can do 
this at other times, but we can do it best and most 
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acceptably when we join with our Blessed Lord in 
pleading the great Sacrifice which He offered for 
our sakes. 

45. Holy Communion is of unspeakably more value 
than any ancient sacrifice in being also a Sacrament, 
whereby our Blessed Lord causes it to be the means 
of bringing the indwelling of His own Sacred Nature 
to our weak and erring souls and bodies. 

The outward part or sign in Holy Communion is 
" Bread and Wine which the Lord hath commanded 
to be received. " 

The inward part or thing signified is "The Body and 
Blood of Christ, which are verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the Lord's Supper." 

The benefits are " the strengthening and refreshing 
of our souls by the Body and Blood of Christ, as our 
bodies are by the Bread and Wine." 

46. It is not necessary that we should be good in 
order to come to Holy Communion, but we must be 
trying to be good. The three requisites stated in the 
Communion Service are that we should be really sorry 
for having sinned, really try to have a spirit of friendli- 
ness and goodwill to our neighbours, and have resolved 
earnestly to endeavour to keep God's Commandments. 
Our dear Lord then will come to us, and by His 
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dwelling in us will give us power to live His Life and 
gradually cease from our own. 

47. Satan has a special hatred against those who 
receive Christ to dwell in them through the Holy 
Communion, and by his devices many fall miserably 
short of the true holiness they should reach to. Not- 
withstanding this, the standard of Christian goodness 
is much higher among the body of those who receive 
Holy Communion than among those who do not. 
And no one who persists in staying away from the 
Holy Table of the Lord ever attains to the real 
submission of his will to the Will of God, by which 
alone the Life of Christ can be manifested in him. 

48. If anyone steadily keeps to his daily prayers, 
those prayers will, in many cases, be the means of 
saving him from notorious sins, and so he will out- 
wardly live as a respectable man. 

If, in addition to prayer, a man also reads the 
Scriptures with reverence and some measure of fre- 
quency, that will greatly help him in trying to serve 
God, even though his reading be without a teacher. 

But to be respectable, to abstain from such sins as 
are condemned by the Ten Commandments, even to 
be as good as many of the faithful Jews were, is far 
short of the unblameable holiness and goodness which 
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God expects from Christian people. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes to dwell in us in order that we may shew 
forth His Life in our own, and in the lives of Christian 
Saints and Martyrs we may learn how wonderfully He 
brings that to pass in those who suffer Him. Ga/. iu 20. 

49. No one is fit to receive this coming to him of 
Christ. But it is our Lord's pleasure to make His 
abode with us. And no sin can overcome those who 
have Him with them, if only they hold truly to Him;- 
but they can daily grow in love and obedience, until, 
like His Saints, they too are fulfilled with the power 
of His Life and have given up their own. 

50. The Apostles used to celebrate Holy Com- 
munion for themselves and the more trained Christ- 
ians at Jerusalem daily ; and for their newer converts 
in other places on the first day of every week. Acts 
iu 46 ; XX, 7. 

51. This rule was generally observed in the 
Church for several hundred years, and is still kept in 
many places. The clergy and more strictly religious 
people receive Holy Communion daily : the main 
body of the congregation once a week. 

52. If we found it impossible to come to the 
Holy Eucharist as often as this old Church rule bids, 
then we should at least try to make a Communion 
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every Advent, to ask God's assistance in preparing for 
death and the coming of our Lord to Judgment. 

At Christmas, to thank God for the Incarnation of 
our Blessed Lord. 

At the beginning of Lent, to seek a true spirit of 
sorrow for our sins, which were the cause of Christ's 
Crucifixion. 

At Easter, to thank God for His Resurrection, the 
pledge of ours. 

At Whitsuntide, to thank God for the coming of 
the Holy Ghost, and to ask for a renewed outpouring 
of that Blessed Spirit upon us. 

And I think there would be few who would not 
wish to receive Holy Communion at the Church 
Dedication Festival, to thank God for the Church in 
particular in which He permits them to worship, and 
the means of grace vouchsafed to them there. 

At Harvest Thanksgiving. 

And on All Saints' Day, to glorify God for the 
manifestation of His power in His Saints, and to ask 
to be taken hereafter into their blessed company. 

53. It has always been the desire of the Church 
to follow in everything possible what our Lord did at 
the first Communion in the Upper Chamber. 

Therefore we have a Holy Table, which is also an 
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Altar. The same words are spoken to bless the Bread 
and the Cup which our Lord spake. And it is according 
to a most ancient custom to have unleavened bread, 
and wine mixed with water, for the elements which are 
to be consecrated. Ifed. xiii, lo; i Cor. x, 16^ and 
S, Matt, xxvi, 26, 28 ; S, Matt, xxvi. 17, and 2^^ where 
the word " cup " is used because the Jews were wont to 
mingle water with the wine in it, 

54. The Apostles received Holy Communion that 
first time after the religious observance of the Passover, 
and though it was the end of Thursday, it was really 
the beginning of the Day which contained our Lord's 
last great Sufferings and Death. And they left a rule 
to the Church always to celebrate the Divine Mysteries 
in the early part of the day. 

55. This rule is not contained in Holy Scripture, 
but we know it, because all Christians, ever)rwhere, 
followed it after the Apostolic days. A thing which 
they would not have done if it had not been enjoined 
them by such high authority. 2 Thess, ii, 15 ; Hi, 6. 

56. The clergyman stands at the Altar, through 
almost the whole of the Communion Service, to show 
that he presents the Offering as God's Ambassador 
for the whole congregation. 

57. Only those who, as priests or bishops, have 
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received a special commission to do so, may presume 
to stand before God to celebrate this great Service. 
Heb V. 4. 

58. If a layman, through want of better know- 
ledge, were to take upon him to do what he could 
to say Holy Communion himself, we have no warrant 
to think God would impart to the Service the special 
blessing and gift bestowed upon the holy Celebration 
rightly administered. 

59. It is the Office of the Holy Spirit to cause 
that wonderful change to take place whereby the con- 
secrated Bread and Wine of the Eucharist become to 
us the Communion of our Lord's Body and Blood, and 
we ourselves are prepared to receive so great a Gift 

D. jTorgibentsis; of &ini. 

60. There is a special action of the Holy Ghost in 
the forgiveness of sins to which there will be occasion 
to refer presently. 

£. I^ol^ jmatrimoii0. 

61, 62. The Sacredness of Blarrlage. 63, 641 Consent. 65-68. 
Tlie Bleating. 69. Mixed aiarrlages. 70. Times disallowed. 
71-76. RelaUonships of Affinity. 77, 78. IndlMOlubUity. 79. 
An Important Role. 

61. Marriage is a contract which takes place 
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between a man and woman whereby they solemnly 
promise to live together as husband and wife. 

62. This contract was made sacred and blessed by 
God in ancient times as well as now. But under 
Christianity its moral obligations have been placed on 
a higher and stricter level than was the case formerly. 
And God therefore has provided a special grace of the 
Holy Ghost to accompany it. 

63. The first necessity of marriage is that the man 
and woman should each consent to it, and solemnly 
express this consent in the presence of witnesses 
lawfully appointed. 

64. The Government appoint witnesses, called 
Registrars, to record the promises of people who do 
not wish to have a religious service at their wedding. 

65. People so careless of religion as to be married 
in this manner are really married, and therefore can- 
not be married to each other over again. But they 
should go to the clergyman and ask him to sanctify 
and seal their marriage with God's Blessing. 

66. This Blessing, which constitutes marriage a 
Sacrament to those who rightly undertake it, is a special 
grace of the Holy Ghost given to newly-married 
persons to help them to become of one heart and 
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mind, and to live together in godly peace and love. 

67. It is God, in His gracious mercy, putting the 
seal of His holy Consecration upon a state of life which 
should greatly add to the prosperity and happiness of 
the world. 

68. People who believe in God and love Him, 
should never consent to enter upon Matrimony without 
this blessing being sought. 

69. Christian men and women ought not to marry 
those who are unchristian. 

It is like mocking God to ask Him to enable them 
to be of ** one mind " with people whose religious 
practices are quite different from their own, or who care 
nothing for what they themselves should hold most 
dear, i Cor, viu 39 ; 2 Cor. vu 14. 

70. It is a rule also for godly people not to marry 
in Advent or Lent, because the rejoicing of a wedding 
would fit in badly with the penitential thoughts right 
for those seasons. 

71. There are certain near relations whom it is not 
right to marry, and of whom a list is given at the end 

of the Prayer Book. 

* 

72. An important result of marriage is that the 
husband's relations are brought into the same relation- 
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ship to his wife as they have always had to him ; and 
the wife's relations, in the same way, become her 
husband's relations. 

73. For example, if his wife should die before him 
a man may not marry his wife's mother, or sister, or 
niece : because by his first marriage they have been 
brought spiritually into the same relationship to him 
as his own mother, sister, and niece. And, on the 
other side, it is exactly the same with the wife if her 
husband should die first. 

74. This is because men and women are not 
people with merely animal bodies, but they have also 
souls and spirits. And the closeness of spiritual 
relationship, which should be between husband and 
wife, is so near and wonderful, that the Holy Ghost, 
by S. Paul, makes use of it for a type of the mystical 
union between Christ and the Church. jEJ>A. v. 21 to 
the end. 

75. The relationship of anyone to his own bom 
relations is called relationship by consanguinity. The 
relationships which people are brought into by mar- 
riage are called relationships of affinity. And one of 
the prmcipal reasons why God was so angry with the 
people of Canaan in old time, that He drave them 
out and gave their land to the Israelites, was that 
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(among other evil things) they paid no heed to 
relationships of affinity. 

76. When people, so nearly related to each other 
that they are forbidden to marry, go through the 
service of Matrimony together, they are not really 
married, because no service can marry them : but, in 
spite of the service, their living together is Adultery. 
And this is the case even if the Marriage Service has 
been in other respects according to the full rule of 
the Church. 

77. When people have been once married they 
ought to live together to their lives' end. S, Matt, 
xix, 6; I Cor, viL 10, 11. But compare with this 
S, Matt. V. ^2 and xix. 9. 

78. If they should be so unhappy together that 
they separate, they may neither of them marry again 
while the other is living : but they should always live 
in the hope that the one, or the other, or both, will 
repent, that so they may be able to live together 
happily again. And if one of them have sinned greatly 
in a matter concerning which the other has been inno- 
cent; still the innocent party should be ready to 
forgive, and take back, the guilty one repenting and 
purposing amendment : knowing that only they who 
forgive their fellows will be forgiven themselves by God. 
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79. Only a priest or a bishop has power from God 
to give the Blessing in the Marriage Service which 
constitutes it a Sacrament. 

F. Hob ®xntr. 

80. Of the way in which the Holy Ghost is given in 
Ordination we shall speak in the section on the Church. 

G. 9notntmg ti^e dtc&. 

81-83. Tbe Direction in 8. James. 84. Tbe Grace. 86, 86. 
The Prayer In the Ist Book Edw. VI. 87. Mitnse not taking 
away the benefit of lawful use. 

81. The Seventh Sacrament is commonly called 
that of " Unction " by which is meant Anointing. 

82. It is spoken of by S. James, the first Bishop of 
Jerusalem, who directs that if a man is sick he shall 
** call for the elders of the Church," that is, for the 
Clergy, who shall " pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord." 

'I'he benefit is that " the prayer of faith shall save 
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up : and if he 
have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him." S. 
James v, 14, 15. 

83. He will doubtless have to confess the sins 
first, and then receive Absolution in the ordinary 
manner. 
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84. As the general working of miracles has ceased, 
we have perhaps no warrant to think that God would 
make sick people whole in bodily health because they 
were anointed with oil. But the anointing would be 
a following out of the Apostolic injunction, which 
would be right on our part : and would be the means 
of a spiritual refreshment to the suffering, which at 
present they miss. 

85. The following prayer was provided for this 
Service in the First Prayer Book of Edward VI. (1549), 
with the direction, " If the sick person desire to be 
anointed, then shall the Priest anoint him upon the 
forehead or breast only, making the sign of the cross, 
saying thus, 

"As with this visible oil thy body outwardly is 
anointed : so our heavenly Father, Almighty God, 
grant of His infinite goodness, that thy soul inwardly 
may be anointed with the Holy Ghost, who is the 
Spirit of all strength, comfort, relief and gladness : and 
vouchsafe for His great mercy (if it be His blessed 
will) to restore unto thee thy bodily health, and 
strength, to serve Him ; and send thee release of all 
thy pains, troubles, and diseases, both in body and 
mind. And howsoever His goodness (by His divine 
and unsearchable providence) shall dispose of thee : 
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we His unworthy ministers and servants, humbly be- 
seech the Divine Majesty to do with thee according to 
the multitude of His innumerable mercies, and to 
pardon thee all thy sins and ofTences, committed by 
all thy bodily senses, passions, and carnal affections : 
who also vouchsafe mercifully to grant unto thee 
ghostly strength, by His Holy Spirit, to withstand and 
overcome all temptations and assaults of thine adver- 
sary, that in no wise he prevail against thee, but that 
thou mayest have perfect victory and triumph against 
the devil, sin, and death, through Christ our Lord ; Who 
by His death hath overcome the prince of death, and 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost evermore liveth 
and reigneth God, world without end. Amen." 

86. The Prayer Book of 1549 was the first printed 
for public use in the English tongue ; Latin having 
been the language used at public worship in time 
previous. 

The book is still of authority as a witness to what 
the Church of England, in particular, has thought 
right to maintain as true doctrine. And in the setting 
forth of the Prayer Book, which, after a few years, 
was printed to take its place, it was declared that this 
(the First Book) contained ** a very godly order . . . 
for administration of the Sacraments to be used in the 
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Mother Tongue within the Church of England, agree- 
able to the Word of God and the Primitive Church, 
very comfortable to all good people desiring to live in 
Christian conversation, and most profitable to the 
Estate of this Realm (of England)." S and 6 Edw, 
VL cap, i. 

87. The use of Unction probably came to be so 
largely discontinued amongst us, because the practice 
of that part of the Church which acknowledges the 
authority of the Bishop of Rome has become so very 
much unlike the Apostolic manner in this custom. 

But it is still right that in cases of serious illness we 
should desire to have this Service ourselves, adminis- 
tered in a manner agreeing with Holy Scripture, and 
the order of the Primitive Church. 

Iftummar^ of ti)t decttoii upon ti)e Sacramental 
OSorit of &tin i^t %A^ &\)t^ii tit ti)e Ci)urci). 

88. It is the Office of the Holy Ghost to lead us 
to Christ, and by Christ we enter into Communion 
with the Father. 

For this reason Baptism and Confirmation come 
first among Sacraments: Holy Communion later. 
And Communion, by faith, with the Father through 
Christ on earth is to end in our entering into the 



138 Cbe Sal|^ Shoit toaritins tiirattsb ^acramrnU. 

revealed Presence of the very and ever-blessed Trini 
in Heaven. 

So it comes to pass that if we sin against God, o 
I^ord pleads His Death and Passion for our salvatio 
If we sin against Christ, the Holy Spirit can lead i 
to repent and seek forgiveness, which then we sha 
gain. But if we persistently sin against the Ho 
Ghost, and harden our hearts against all His ho 
motions, so that at length He leaves us, there 
nothing to bring us to repentance then, and we mui 
die cut off from grace. S. Matt xiu 31, 32. Heb.o^ 
29. I S, John V, 16. 



XX. 

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH; 



1-8. Definition of the Cliiirdi. 4. Roles of Memberslilp. 6. 
Christ Snpreme Baler. 8-11. The Apostles His successors in 
Qflce. 12. The imitortanoe of their work. 13-17. The succes- 
sion from them. 18, 19. The object of the Ministry. 20, 21. 
Tneir manner of teaching. 22. Three *' Notes " of the Church. 

1. The Church is Christ's Kingdom upon earth. 
It represents the power for good which our Lord works 
amongst men, in opposition to the evil which was on 
earth before He came in the Flesh. 

2. The Church therefore is the whole body of 
Christian people in whom is present the Spirit of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a Kingdom, because it 
Consists of a body of people all brought into commu- 
nion with each other by the grace of Baptism : who 
^1 own Christ as their King, and profess themselves to 
be His servants, to keep His commandments, and to 
Esteem His rewards and favour better than anything 
that can be given them in the world. 

3. It is evident therefore that in the Church on 
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earth there will be both good people and bad. For 
there will be many who will profess themselves Christ- 
ians without trying, or without trying much, to live up 
to their profession. But our Lord foresaw this and 
especially permitted it to be so. S. Matt, xiii. 24-30. 

4. The Service by which people are admitted into 
Christian fellowship is Baptism -^ that by which they 
are retained in it is Holy Communion.* If any people 
sin grievously the Church has .power to cut them off 
from Church membership altogether by excommunica- 
ting them.® If they truly repent she can receive them 
back again.® Those who have permission to come to 
Holy Communion but persistently stay away, by so 
doing practically excommunicate themselves. Being 
a Church member does not consist simply in coming 
to some Church services, but in obeying Church 
rules.* ^ Acts it, 41, 42; ^compare Num. ix, 12 with 
I Cor, z/. 7, 8; ' I Cor. v. 3-5 and 2 Cor, it, 6, 7, 10; 
^ S, John xiv. 21, i Cor, iv, 17. 

5. Jesus Christ is the Supreme Ruler of the 
Church ; and, though in Heaven, He can always be 
appealed to personally by His servants in the world; 
and, in such cases, has often interfered in behalf of 
His Church and people. Rev. i, 5, 11, 18. 

6. But our Lord has placed the government of 
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the Church on earth in the hands of Bishops ; and 
the administration, under them, of most of the Sacra- 
ments in the hands of priests, with deacons to assist 
them. S, Matt, xxviii, 18-20; S. John xx, 21-23; 
2 Tim. iu 2. 

7. Our Lord was sent by God the Father to be 
Himself the great High Priest and Apostle {Heb, Hi. i), 
the Chief Shepherd and Bishop (i 5. Peter ii. 25), and 
the Deacon (for so is the literal Greek of Rofn xv. 8). 
No one therefore can have any authority either to rule 

-s. 

or minister in the Church except he receive it from 
Christ. Heb. v, 4. 

8. Before Christ went up into Heaven He said to 
the Apostles " Receive ye the Holy Ghost. As My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." S. John 
XX, 21, 22. 

9. After the Day of Pentecost the Apostles there- 
fore stood upon earth in the very place of Jesus 
Christ, as far as all the duties of the ministry and the 
government of the Church went. They were called 
Apostles. But as Apostles they were also bishops, 
priests, shepherds of God's flock, and deacons. That 
is, they were, as far as any men could be, all that 
Jesus Christ Himself was while on earth. And there- 
fore in addition to their other titles they are called 
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God's Ambassadors, i S. Peter v, \\ 2 S. Feieriiu2\ 
2 Cor. V. 20. 

10. It was impossible for them to occupy this 
position » or to fulfil these duties, as ordinary Christian 
men ; and so God gave them a special power of the 
Holy Ghost to fit them for their work. S. Luke xxk. 
29 ; Acts i, 5, 8 ; ii, 1-4. 

11. As a consequence the Apostles had the Holy 
Ghost dwelling in them in a distinct way over and 
above that m which He is present with other Christian 
people. S. Peter reminded Ananias of this when he 
said " Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God" 
At the same time, they were still men and did not lose 
their frail human nature : and therefore when Cornelius 
would have worshipped S. Peter, the Apostle would 
not let him, but said "Rise up, I also am a maa" 
Acts V. ^f 4; X. 25, 26. 

12. The work of the Apostles in founding the 
Church as Christ's Kingdom on earth is so important 
to us that their names are rehearsed four times over in 
the Gospels and Acts for us to remember and honour. 

Our Lord foretold them that in the new heavens 
and earth they should sit on thrones. And their 
names are written in the foundations of the mystical 
Jerusalem. S, Matt, x, 2-4 ; S. Mark tit. 16-19 ; 
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S. Luke vu 13-16; Acts i, 13; i Cor. ^w/. 8, 9 ; S. 
Matt xtx. 28 ; Rev, xxi, 14. 

13. As Christian people multiplied the Twelve 
went about from place to place ordaining clergymen 
in all the churches, and laying hands on all those 
who, baptized by others, had not received the Holy 
Spirit in Confirmation. Acts viiu 14; ix. 32 ; xiv. 23 ; 
XV. 41 ; xix, I ; Titus L 5. 

14. As time went on they further consecrated as 
bishops certain of the men whom they had before 
ordained as clergymen, and sent them to oversee 
particular churches. Thus Timothy and Titus were 
ordained as appears in Holy Scripture. 2 Tim. i. 5 ; 
Titus i. 5. S. Mark, Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, and 
others are spoken of in the very beginning of Church 
History as having been made bishops by the Apostles. 
And Rev. i. speaks of seven Bishops over seven 
Churches in simply one corner of Asia Minor. The 
word ^^AngeV^ there signifies Bishop, 

15. In all these cases consecration took place by 
the laying on of hands. God permitted, nay, required 
(Acts i. 22) them, to pass on to other men in this 
sacramental manner the wonderful spiritual gifts which 
they had themselves received. And these men, so 
ordained, have ever since laid their hands in turn upon 
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other men, so that there has always been a succession 
of teachers and rulers, of pastors and bishops, in the 
Church, who have been set apart to their office by men 
set apart before them. 

1 6. When the Apostles laid their hands on other 
people it was not always to give them the same gift of 
the Holy Ghost, but a gift such as was fitting for the 
particular case. 

Thus, they laid their hands on all who had been 
baptized to impart to them the strengthening power 
of the Holy Spirit 

But when it was necessary to make deacons they 
chose men who had already been baptized and con- 
firmed, and laid hands on them that they might receive 
the spiritual grace needed for that office. Acts vi, 5, 6. 

When they had further to ordain a priest, they laid 
their hands on him to bestow a special gift of the Holy 
Ghost to help him in his duty of teaching and minis- 
teringj and to endue him with Christ's authority to 
celebrate Holy Communion, to forgive and retain sins, 
and to bless. 

When they proceeded to consecrate a bishop they 
laid hands on some one already a clergyman, and 
passed on to him all the special powers of the Holy 
Spirit which Christ gave them ; so that he mi^t be 
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able to consecrate others himself, and take his place 
m keeping up the succession of Apostolic clergy until 
our Blessed Lord returns at the end of the world. 

17. Ordination therefore is a Sacrament. It has 
an outward form, the laying on of hands by a bishop ; 
and an inward spiritual grace, namely, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, for the office and work of the ministry. 
2 Tim, i. 6. 

18. The object for which our Lord left this ministry 
on earth is especially declared to be for the perfecting 
of the saints, the work of ministering, and the building 
up of the Body of Christ. That, in short, means : — 
To help people to be good, and to lead them on in 
holy ways, that they may not only believe in Christ, 
but daily grow more like Him. Eph. iv, 11, 12, 15. 

19. Consequently, it is of the greatest importance 
that clergymen should be good men ; and if they are 
not God will judge them. Nevertheless, when a man 
has received his commission rightly from the bishops, 
he has power to administer the Sacraments, though he 
be not really a good man himself : and the grace given 
in the Sacraments will still be received by those who 
come to them in faith. 2 Cor, iv, 7. 

But however good a man may be, he has no power 
to administer the Sacraments, unless he have received 
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the Apostolic authority: any more than any other man, 
however upright or brave he may be, can act as a 
magistrate or a captain unless he have the Queen's com- 
mission. And compare 2 Chr.xxvi, 18, 19; Ileb, v, 4, 5, 8. 

20. Our Lord, as the Son of God, brought to man 
a new revelation of truth from the Father, 

The Apostles did not teach anything new or of 
themselves, but only what they had learnt from Jesus 
Christ ; all which, in substance, they afterwards wrote 
in the Gospels and Epistles. 

Clergymen now ought not to teach anything as 
necessary to salvation but this revelation of Jesus 
which is contained in Holy Scripture. And they 
ought not to explain Holy Scripture after their own 
ideas, but to study how holy and learned men have 
explained Holy Scripture before them, and teach like- 
wise. Ordination Service, Canon of 1571, Convoca- 
tion of Canterbury, 

21. Our Lord has not promised that any one 
man's teaching should ever be infallible ; but He has 
promised to be with His Church unto the world's 
end. So that we know the whole Church can never go 
wrong in her teaching : though different men, or even 
different parts of the Church, may fall into grievous 
mistake and error. 5. Matt, xxviii, 20 ; xvi. 18. 
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22. A church is Catholic if in it the same truth 
is taught which has been always taught and believed 
by the great body of Christian people since the time 
of our Lord. It is Apostolic, if in its practices it is 
careful to follow the customs of the Apostles as wit- 
nessed to in Holy Scripture, and by early Church 
usage. It is Holy, if by its means people are led to 
follow in the footsteps of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ and receive of His Life-giving Spirit. 



XXI. 

t 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 



1. Parishes. 2. Tlie Parish Priest. 8, 4. His duties. 0. A 
Deacon's. 6-8. Limitations of responsibility. 9-11. His au- 
thority. 12-16. The Bishop and Diocese. 16. The Diocesan 
Assembly. 17. The Primacy of the Anglican Church. 18-20. 
Other branches of the Church. 21, 22. The duty of Unity. 

1. It has been usual in Christian countries to map 
out the whole surface of the ground into districts, 
which in England we call parishes. 

2. In each of these parishes there is a church, and, 
of course, a certain number of resident inhabitants. 

Over the church in each parish a priest is set who 
is called its rector, vicar, parson, curate, or minister. 

3. The name makes no difference to his duties, 
which are exactly the same in any case : and they are 
to oversee the spiritual affairs and attend to the 
spiritual wants of the people living there. 

4. In order to this he arranges the services at 
church, administers Baptism and Holy Communion 
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to those who desire, prepares for Confirmation, solem- 
nizes Matrimony, hears confessions, visits the sick, 
buries the dead, and preaches. In most parishes also 
he has a good deal to do, out of church, with the 
religious education of the young 

5. The duties of a deacon are to assist the priest. 
He may baptize ; and, if the Bishop gives him per- 
mission, may preach. But he cannot celebrate Holy 
Communion : it is very seldom fitting he should hear 
confessions, and he cannot give Absolution : it is not 
regular for him to marry people, because he is unable 
to bestow the Marriage Blessing, nor indeed can he 
bless at all. But he can help much in the visiting of 
the sick, teaching, and many parochial duties which do 
not require the gifts which are peculiar to a priest. 

6. Although the parish priest has the chief responsi- 
bility with regard to the church of which he has charge, 
he cannot have anything he likes done there, but 
everything is to be done by rule. 

7. There are rules as to what ornaments may be 
on the Altar ; what vestments the clergyman himself 
may wear ; what Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, and 
what Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers, he should have at 
each service ; so that he does not have to choose 
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them for himself, and that in all important things all 
churches may be alike. 

8. There are few clergymen who are not glad of 
any help and advice devout-minded parishioners will 
give them in their work. 

9. The parish priest will have to answer to God 
for what he has done for every soul in his parish ; and 
every soul will have to give an account of how it has 
profited by the priest's ministrations. jEzek. xxxiii, j-g. 

10. We ought to remember that God has given to 
our bishops and clergy the same authority and rule in 
spiritual matters, which a father has in his own house- 
hold, and a magistrate in the civil affairs of our 
worldly business. 

11. This fact is emphasised in a very solemn way 
both for clergy and people in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, where the Apostle says **Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and submit to them : for they 
watch in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give 
account, that they may do this with joy, and not with 
grief: for this were unprofitable for you." cA, xiiu 17; 
See also 1 Thess, v, 12, 13. 

12. Over the priests and deacons are Bishops. 

13. A great many parishes, generally all the 



parishes of a county or shire, are grouped together, 
and over them is placed a Bishop, as chief ruler of 
that part of the Church on earth. 

14. All the parishes together are called his diocese 
or see ; and all the clergy and Christian people of 
that diocese are under him, by God's appointment. 

15. It is he who confirms all who wish for that 
Sacrament ; he ordains both priests and deacons and 
institutes them in their various places of ministry ; and 
with a certain number of his clergy to assist him he 
can hold (by the ancient rule of the Church) a court, 
and judge any priest or deacon who is guilty of 
grave fault 

16. It is the custom of most of our Bishops to call 
together at stated intervals a great assembly of their 
clergy, or of their clergy and other representative 
Church people, to discuss what most needs to be done, 
or attended to, in Church matters. 

This assembly is called, in the former case, a Synod ; 
in the latter, a Conference. And it meets, in some 
cases, every year ; in others, once in two, or even in 
three, years. 

17. The chief Bishop of all the English Bishops 
is the Archbishop of Canterbury ; who is also the first 
of a vast number of Bishops who belong to the 
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Churches of Scotland, Ireland, the United States, 
Canada, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, India* 
the West Indies, and other parts of the world ; which 
all have a Prayer Book very nearly, or quite, like our 
own ; bishops, priests, and deacons, and Sacraments, 
the same as we have; with the same Book of Holy 
Scripture. All these Churches together are ranged 
under what is called the AngHcan branch of the 
Catholic Church. 

1 8. Besides this part of the Church there is the 
great Latin Church, often called the Roman Catholic 
Church, which includes at this time the Churches of 
France, Italy, Spain, Southern Germany, and many 
others widely spread : and also the Greek Church, which 
includes the Christians of Russia, Turkey, Greece, and 
the lands more particularly which lie eastwards. 

19. These three great branches of the Church all 
agree in being governed by bishops, priests, and 
deacons; in looking to receive spiritual help from 
God through the Sacraments, especially those of 
Baptism and Holy Communion ; in believing the 
Articles of Faith as expressed in the three Creeds; 
and in holding to the whole Bible as containing the 
Revelation of God's truth. 

20. They differ in many other customs, but the 
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points above mentioned are essential things which 
belong to the Church of Christ. 

2 1. The Apostles in all their Epistles teach earnestly 
that Christian people, who believe in " one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all," should 
be united in one body : and severely condemn the sin 
of those who separate themselves from other Christ- 
ians, and make divisions. jRom. xvi, 1 7 ; i Cor. i, 
10, 13; Eph, iv. 4-6; Col, it. 5; 2 Tim. iv. 3 ; 2 5. 
Peter Hi. 16 ; 3 S./ohn 9, 

22. At this time, when there are so many and 
great divisions amongst professing Christian people, 
we ought ourselves continually to pray God to grant that 
all who believe in Him may again become one Flock 
under the one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord : and 
to beHeve that we do our best to bring about this end 
by holding steadfastly to the truths we have learnt, 
and by the diligent practice of a godly and Christian 
life. S, John xvii. 21-2^, 



XXII. 
7 BELIEVE IN " THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS," 



1-4. Tbe holiness of the baptlied. 6-7. The probaUon on 
earth. 8, 9. Communion with Gk>d and with one another. 10. 
Their knowledge. 11-18. Their prayers. 14-18. Recognised 
In Prlmltlye Church times. 19,20. Different trom "Invoca- 
tion." 21-23. How we may pray. 24-27. Why we shonld. 
28-30. Banctlfloatlon continued after death. 81-33. Belief la 
Intercession. 34-36. But not saving the Lost. 37-41. Titles 
of honour for Saints. 

1. The word " Saint" in its first application means 
any person who is holy. 

2. All people who have been baptized are holy in 
a certain sense, even though many of them do not try 
to lead really good lives. 

3. This is because the Holy Ghost dwells in them 
through Baptism ; and so long as that spirit of sancti- 
fication is in them, there is a power to be holy in 
their nature, even if they do not use it, or if they use 
it but ill. 
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4. This is the meaning with which the word is used 
in the New Testament. S. Paul in his letters first calls 
the people to whom he is writing by the name of Saints; 
and then goes on to reprove them, in many cases, 
for serious faults which they were in the habit of com- 
mitting. jRom, L 6, 7 ; I Cor, /*. 2 ; Eph, u 1 ; Phil, 
i, I ; Col, i, 2, 

5. It is only in this world that all who have re- 
ceived the grace of Baptism are classed together. 

6. As soon as this life is over those who have failed 
to profit by the presence with them of the Holy Spirit, 
lose it entirely ; and they are for ever separated from 
those who, by the help of the same Spirit, have become 
truly sanctified. 

7. The Saints upon earth, therefore, are people 
who have received the Spirit of holiness, and are being 
proved as to whether they will use it ill or well. Those 
in the Place of Waiting are such as, having been tried 
on earth and found faithful, are all certainly to enter 
Heaven after the great resurrection. 

8. The Saints on earth have communion with the 
Nature of God through Baptism and the Eucharist : 
with the Mind of God by the reading of Holy Scrip- 
ture and Preaching: with His Will by means of 
Prayer. 
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Hie Saints in the Place of Waiting have a closer 
communion than those on earth : for Jesus Christ is 
more fully revealed to them than to us. For which 
cause S. Paul says ^to depart and be with Christ 
. . . is far better " than to remain in the world. 
PAil. L 23. 

9. There is a communion of nature between all 
the Saints, also, one with another. Some Saints are 
much better than others, and will hereafter be more 
glorious : but not only have they all the same human 
nature, but they have that human nature redeemed 
and justified in Christ, and dwelt in by the same 
Holy Spirit. 

S. Paul seems to sum up this by speaking of all 
Christians " in Heaven and earth " as one family. 
Eph. Hi. 14, 15. 

10. It is evident that the Saints in that part of the 
Place of Waiting called Paradise know something of 
what is happening upon earth. 

Abraham "obtained the promise" and saw our 
Lord's "Day" when Christ became Incarnate and 
took Human Flesh. Gen. xxii, 18 ; Heb. vi. 15 ; S. 
John viiu 56. 

Moses and Elijah were permitted by God to speak 
to our Lord about His Crucifixion before it came to 
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pass. It is therefore natural to suppose they knew 
also what our Saviour had been doing in the time 
previously. S. Luke ix, 31. 

And in the Epistle to the Hebrews it is particularly 
said that the souls of those who died in faith are now 
a ** great cloud of witnesses " watching the kind of 
life we live on earth. Ileb. xiL i. 

11. It is also certain that they pray. 

They prayed to God while on earth ; and the habit 
of prayer then acquired will be strengthened by their 
closer communion with our Lord Jesus Christ. If on 
earth they prayed much, in Paradise they will pray 
even more. 

S. John was allowed to behold Christian souls 
beseeching our Lord to hasten the coming of His 
Kingdom. Rev. vu 9, 10. 

12. It is natural therefore to conclude that the 
Saints who watch us also pray for us. S. James teaches 
that the prayers of the righteous avail much. And it 
ought greatly to encourage us in trying to be good, to 
think that there are holy souls in Paradise who join 
their prayers to ours in asking God, for Christ's sake, 
to guide us safely to eternal life. 

Perhaps this is why the Apostle, when recounting 
the special advantages we enjoy as Christians, names 
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as one of them that we are come " to the Spirits of 
just men made perfect." Ifel^, xiu 23. 

13. We shall feel that it follows from the above 
considerations that our own relations, who have gone 
hence in Christ before us, may continually pray on 
our behalf at the Throne of Grace. 

14. And since the Love of God permits us to pray 
to Him about everything we can rightly desire, we may 
ask Him to hear the prayers which His Saints in 
Paradise offer for us, and to grant we may profit by 
them. 

15. The passages from Holy Scripture which I 
have here brought before you (see paragraphs 9 to 12) 
contain a Divine Revelation about the State of the 
holy ones who have departed this life in the Lord. 

And the Christians of early days practically ex- 
pressed their belief and acceptance of this Revelation 
in their prayers. The record of which prayers is left 
to us particularly in their Liturgies, or Services for 
Holy Communion. 

16. In the Liturgy of S. Mark it is thus uttered : — 
" We beseech and supplicate Thee, O Lover of men 
. . . for . . . the whole fulness of Thy holy 
and only Catholic Church, to grant to them peace and 
health and salvation; and their prayers which they 
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make for us, and we for them, receive unto 'I'hy holy 
and heavenly Altar." 

This Liturgy is believed to have been used from 
Apostolic days in the great Church of Alexandria, 
and bears witness in itself of belonging to the time 
when the Emperors of the world were heathen. 

17. In the Liturgy of S. James, after bidding the 
congregation to pray to God for many other things, 
the minister also says, " Let us make a remembrance 
of the blessed Lady, Mary, with all the Saints to- 
gether, that we may obtain mercy through their prayers." 

This Liturgy was used by the Christians at Jerusa- 
lem, and contains evidence in its language, in various 
parts, of being as ancient in authorship as the Epistles 
to the Hebrews and the Corinthians. - 

18. In the Liturgy of S. Chrysostom, at Holy 
Communion, the priest says, "We offer to Thee, this 
reasonable service, in behalf of those who have 
departed in the faith, our ancestors, the Apostles, 
Martyrs, Virgins, especially the glorious Lady, Mary, 
and all Thy Saints, through whose prayers look down 
tip>on us, O (jod." 

From this Liturgy a prayer is taken for our daily 
Service of Mattins and Evensong. 

T/^se translations are taken from Dr. Nealis book 
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^« Primitive Liturgies, and are very considerably 
shortened in the names commemorated, 

19. There is no Scripture teaching, nor any ancient 
Church custom to show that Christian people were 
used in the early days of Christianity to pray to the 
Saints themselves : which is a quite different thing from 
asking God to hear their prayers for us. 

20. And it would be a miserable mistake if anyone 
were to think it would do him any good to ask the 
Saints for help, which our Blessed Lord teaches us to 
seek from Himself. 

21. On our part we can do something for the souls 
in the Place of Waiting. 

22. For the great Saints and blessed ones in 
Paradise we can pray God to increase them con- 
tinually in joy and blessedness. 

23. For the souls of all others who have departed 
this Hfe in the faith of Christ we can beseech God 

To look on them with mercy, 
To spare them from the consequences of the faults 
of their past lives, 

To grant them eternal rest and peace. 

And to give them a favourable judgment at the last 
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These four subjects of petition are all included in 
the short prayers often placed upon tombstones in our 
Churchyards, "Jesu, Mercy" and "May he rest in 
peace ; " and are expressed in our Manuals of Devotion 
by the words " May the souls of the faithful, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace." 

24. We are sure that God is doing the best that 
can be done for His children whom He has gathered 
out of the world ; but so He is ever doing for those 
who are in the world. In neither case is it a reason 
why we should not pray for them, but, considering the 
pattern set in the Lord's Prayer, the very reason why 
we should, by our intercessions, become workers 
together with God. 

25. In the Lord's Prayer, though we are sure God 
will hallow His Name, and establish His Kingdom, 
and fulfil His Will, we, nevertheless (bidden by 
Christ), daily make our supplication to Him on these 
matters. And, in like manner, it is just because we 
are certain that it is God's Will to have mercy on those 
who fall asleep in Christ and to grant them rest and 
peace, that we know we may pray for these things for 
them. 

26. S. Paul prayed for his friend Onesiphorus, at a 
time when it appears that Onesiphorus was no longer 
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upon earth, saying " The Lord grant unto him that he 
may find mercy of the Lord in that Day." TAe words 
*• That Day " refer to the Day of Judgment. 2 Tim. 1. 
18; and compare u 16 ; iv, 19. 

2 7. In asking God to spare ourselves and others from 
the consequences of our faults we must remember that 
after we have repented for a sin, and have been for- 
given, a certain measure of punishment still falls upon 
us: partly as the natural consequence of our fault, 
and partly to correct our disposition, so as to make us 
less liable to sin again. 

There is no revelation to show that souls which 
depart this life before they are "wholly sanctified" are 
set free from this law : or that consequences, which 
would have brought them suffering had they remained 
on earth, do not carry with them their degree of 
suffering hereafter. 

28. It is evident that many people die of whom 
we may have reasonable hope that they will at the 
last enter Heaven, but who are far from being fit to 
enter there at the time of death. 

29. For to be fit for Heaven we need not only to 
be justified but also fully sanctified. That is, we need 
not only to have our sins forgiven by Christ, but such 
a disposition in us that we would never sin again even 
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though the opportunity and temptation were before us. 
Now, we may believe many persons die forgiven, of 
whom we cannot believe that if, instead of dying they 
were restored to health, they would never sin again. 

30. Such people leave this life justified, and in the 
way of sanctification. In the Place of Waiting our 
Lord continues the work of sanctification till it is 
completed. And so S. Paul often directs his prayers 
for his spiritual children, so that they include the whole 
time unto our Lord's Return to Judgment, i T/iess. 
V. 23 ; Phil, /. 6. 

In the Prayer of Oblation in the Communion 
Service, when we pray " that by the merits and death 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in His 
Blood, we and all Thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of His 
Passion,*' the words " all Thy whole Church " include 
Christians departed this life as well as those living on 
earth. 

31. In every ancient Liturgy Prayer is made for 
the faithful departed. A very beautiful prayer for 
them is contained in the First Prayer Book, Edward VI. 
The following is part of S. Augustine's Intercession for 
his Mother after her death :-^-" I therefore, O my 
Praise and my Life, God of my heart, laying aside for 
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a while her good deeds, for which I give thanks 
to Thee with joy, do now beseech Thee for the 
sins of my Mother . . . Do Thou forgive her 
debts, whatever she may have contracted in so many 
years, since the water of salvation. Forgive her. Lord, 
forgive, I beseech Thee ; enter not into judgment with 
her. Let Thy mercy be exalted above Thy justice, 
since Thy words are true and Thou hast promised 
mercy unto the merciful . . . and wilt have 
compassion, on whom Thou hast had compassion." 
S* Augustine's Confessions^ ix, 35. In 2 Mace, xii, 
43-45 ^^ fi^^ ^^ instance of the Jewish custom^ which 
prevailed also in the time of Christ, 

32. It should be a comfort to us, when our beloved 
ones leave us and we them, as in the providence of 
God must be the case for us all, to know that we may 
still remember them in our prayers, and believe that 
they also will remember us. 

33. But to this end we need a definite belief in the 
value of Intercessory Prayer generally, and to consider 
how God appointed 

Abraham to pray for Abimelech. Gen, xx, 7, 17. 
Job for his friends. Jod xlii. 8, 10. 
Jewish priests for Jewish people. Ze7>. iv. 13, 16, 
3i» 35 ; '^^ 10, 13, 16, 18; vi. 7. 
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And to remember how He made the Victory of 
Israel over Amalek to depend on Moses' intercession. 
^x. xvii, 9-12. 

As also His forgiveness of their rebellions on various 
occasions. Ex, xxxii, 11, 14; Deut, ix, 1820; 
Numb, xvL 45-48 ; xxi, 7. 

How, too, our Lord accepted the centurion for his 
servant. S, Mail, viii. 5-13. 

Parents for their children. S, John iv, 46-54 ; S, 
Matt, xvii, 14-18 ; ocv, 22-28. 

The faith of the friends of the sick of the palsy for 
the sick man himself. S. Mark it, 3-5. 

That He would not speak to the Syro-phenician 
woman till the Apostles called His attention to her. 
iS*. Matt. XV. 23, 24. 

And that He does not now make known the Gospel 
of His salvation to heathen lands until Christian men 
take it them as His Messengers. 

A proper belief in the Divine Revelation as to 
Intercessory Prayer will greatly help us to a true real- 
ization of the Communion of Saints. 

34. Wicked people may not hope that if they die 
in their sins anybody's prayers will be able to save 
them afterwards. 

For this life is our time of trial, and people who 
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refuse to repent of their sins while here are not given 
a second opportunity of repentance beyond the grave. 

35. The rules of the Church forbid clergymen to 
treat like ordinary Christians people who die in certain 
states of sin or heathenism. But it is perhaps impos- 
sible for us to say of any particular man that he is 
certain to go to hell ; because we can know so little of 
what people actually think and feel in their hearts. 

36. Nevertheless, it is certain from what our Lord 
says about the state of the wicked generally, and of 
Judas Iscariot specially, that there are people who will 
not only be for ever shut out from Heaven, but also 
condemned to punishment in a fire which burns eter- 
nally. S. Mark ix, 43, 48 ; S. Matt. xxzn. 24, 25. 

37. We ought to give honour to those who by an 
eminent Christian life have glorified God on earth. 
Rom. xtii, 7 ; Ps. xv. 4. 

38. When men of old especially distinguished 
themselves in God's service, God often made some 
change in their name for a perpetual mark of His 
having been pleased with them. 

Thus Abram's name was changed to Abraham. 
Sarai's to Sarah. Jacob's to Israel. Oshea to Joshua. 

39. Our Lord followed the same rule with the 
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three greatest Apostles, calling Simon, Peter ; and James 
and John, Boanerges. Whilst Saul from the time he 
entered upon the Apostolate, was called Paul. 

40. The same principle influenced the sacred 
writers. Whilst the prophets were alive we do not 
meet with any instances of their being termed " holy 
prophets : " but later on the title is frequently given 
them, as in the song of Zacharias. S, Luke L 70 ; also 
Acts Hi, 21 ; 2 S, Peter Hi. 2. 

In like manner, while in the earlier part of the 
sacred narrative the Apostles are called simply disciples, 
then presently the Twelve, so in the later books we 
read of the "Holy Apostles." Rev, xviii, 20. 

41. It is in obedience to this ancient. Scriptural, 
and Apostolic principle that Church people speak of 
people who have been singularly good in their lives 
as Saints : and prefix that title to their names, saying 
Saint Peter, Saint Augustine, etc. 



XXIII. 
I BELIEVE IN THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 



8-7. Amendmeiit. 8-10. ReparatioxL 11-19. Confesalon and 
Absolution. 20-83. ConnseL 24-26. After-remembrance. 

1. In this Article we express our belief that God, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, forgives everyone who 
truly repents of his offences. J^om, v. 8 ; £pA. u 7 ; 
Isa, liiu 4, 6. 

2. For repentance to be true the sinner must have 
such real sorrow for what he has done wrong, as to 
determine (God helping him) never to do it again. 
2 Cor, viu 9- II. 

3. With regard to many sins we may resolve stead- 
fastly to conquer them, and yet find that they often 
come to us and tempt us most severely. 

4. This is because there is an evil side to our 
nature as well as a good : and the evil cannot be got 
rid of immediately simply because we are ashamed of 
it and grieved by it. Rom, vii, 21-23. 



S Mtlithe in tbe favfiihaxtii at ^ini. 169 

5. If therefore the evil at any time overcome us 
after we have once repented, we must again repent, 
turn earnestly to God for forgiveness, and begin afresh 
to try to conquer it If we do this God will again 
pardon and help us for Jesus Christ's sake, i S. 
John it, I, 2. 

6. We ought never to be so discouraged by our . 
fallings back into sin as to leave off trying to resist it, 
even though they have happened many times. But 
the more sin troubles us, the more earnestly we should 
endeavour to conquer it in the right way. And be 
sure that if we do struggle manfully we shall get the 
better of it in the end, since God is on our side. 
liom, viii, 31 ; i Cor, jc 13. 

7. The Holy Ghost in various places of the Scrip- 
ture, seems to guard us against supposing ourselves 
likely to gain any very great triumphs over sin. 

But whatever the case, we are taught always to 
stand fast ; to hold firmly to what is good, even if we 
can do no more ; never to give in to evil whatever 
the temptation may be, and however little we seem 
able to oppose it ; and that then God Himself, after 
He has tried us, will certainly give us the victory, i 
Cor, ^. 12 ; Eph, v, 13 ; 1 S, Peter v, 9 ; Rev, Hi, 11. 

8. Besides sorrow for sin and sincere purpose of 
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amendment, real repentance will also always include 
confession, and when possible reparation. 

9 If we have injured anyone, and are afterwards 
truly sorry, we shall do our best to make it up. 

This is possible with regard to some things. 

If a man has told an untruth to another, he can go 
and tell him the truth. If he have taken the money, 
or any of the property of anotlier, he may be able to 
restore it. 

But it is very difficult to make up to others the pain 
and suffering our faults cause them. And in many of 
the worst ways in which people do harm to others it 
is often quite impossible for them to effect any adequate 
atonement at all. i)". MaU, v. 23, 24 ; S. Luke xix 8; 
Exod, xxii. 1,9; Job xlii, 8. 

10. If, after having done wrong, it is possible for 
us to make reparation for any of the harm which has 
followed as a consequence of our sin, it is certain we 
shall do all we can to that end, however great the 
shame or trouble may be to us, if we truly repent. 

11. In every case a humble confession of the sin 
or sins we have committed has to be made to God. 
We shall have no forgiveness if we try to make excuses 
for our bad conduct, and are above owning to its 
wickedness and asking God for mercy and forgiveness. 
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J^s. xxxii. 5 ; FroiK xxinii. 13 ; i .S. Peter zk 6 ; i S. 
John L 8, 9. 

12. God also requires that we acknowledge our 
unworthiness in the general assembly of Christian 
people. It does not please Him if we make a secret 
confession of our sins at home, and afterwards put on 
a bold face in the world, as if we had never done any- 
thing wrong in our lives. But we have to publicly 
own that we are sinners who could have no hope of 
going to Heaven, if it were not that God mercifully 
spares us for the sake of what Christ has done and 
suffered in our stead. ^S". Matt Hi, 6 ; Acts xix, 18. 

13. Opportunity to do this is provided for us in 
the beginning of the middle part of the Communion 
Service. Also in the daily service of Mattins and 
Evensong. On the Day of Humiliation called Ash 
Wednesday. And through the whole Season of Lent. 

14. In cases of sin of a more than usually grave 
nature, a truly contrite person would scarcely rest 
contented in conscience, without having made special 
confession to a clergyman. 

15. He would do this ; because, first, he would feel 
it was not quite honest to come to Communion, with- 
out confession, after having committed sins for which 
the clergyman, if he knew of them, would perhaps tell 
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him he ought to stay away for a time. And, second, 
because the clergyman has power to bestow on him 
the benefit of God*s forgiveness, and so make him in 
a more fit state to receive the grace and help given 
in the Sacrament of the Altar. S. Matt. xviiL i8 ; 
2 Cor. it. 10. 

i6. All sins, of what kind soever are in their final 
result an offence against God. It is God's anger we 
have need specially to fear with regard to them : and 
the assurance of His forgiveness specially to seek. 
S, Luke xii. 5 ; Isa. inii. 13. 

17. It is an especial desire of God, who loves us, 
that we His children should be happy, and that we 
should have joy and peace in believing on Him. 

We cannot have this joy and peace if we feel per- 
petually tied and bound with the chain of our sins, 
and burdened with their weight. 

Surely every person who has entered on Christian 
life has felt this chain and weight ! 

And that our conscience may be set free from it, 
and we be able to go on our way rejoicing, God pro- 
vides that we should not have to wait for forgiveness 
until the final Day of Judgment, but that we should 
be forgiven on earth as soon as we truly turn to Him 
in repentance. And for our greater certainty of the 
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same He has appointed the priest, as His ambassador, 
to exercise this special office of reconciling us to 
Himself. 2 Cor, v, 18-21. 

18. If, therefore, after having made our confession 
with true contrition, we have been given Absolution by 
a priest, we may believe that our sin is then and there 
put away from the sight of God, that we are made 
clean in His holy sight and prepared anew to receive 
His gifts of mercy, and can therefore put the past 
behind us, and begin a fresh start in His service. 
2 Tim, it. 13. 

19. But if it happened that a person made a con- 
fession which was true in words, and yet for the sins 
of which he was not really sorry, he would not be 
forgiven by God, even though he received Absolution 
from the priest. And this, because he did not fulfil 
what was necessary on his part in coming for forgive- 
ness, namely, that he should be truly sorry for the 
sinful things he owned to. 

20. All Christian people who, while trying to do 
right, do not find themselves growing in grace, or 
becoming better able to break up or resist ill habits 
or sinful dispositions, ought very seriously to examine 
themselves as to the cause: and to make known 
their spiritual weakness and difficulties to some 
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other devout and Christian person. S. James v. i6. 

21. For no one ought to be content to go on falling 
into sin again and again without becoming better able 
to master it. And if he find that he does not gain the 
victory by the other Christian means which he uses, 
he should remember that in the open confession of 
our faults God has provided a very powerful way for 
overcoming them. 

22. A clergyman, by reason of the experience 
which he gains both by his training, ordination, and 
the exercise of his ministry, is often able to give advice 
and encouragement which is of very great value to 
those who really seek to subdue sin. 

23. But in many cases a devout and loving father 
or mother, or a devout and compassionate friend, is the 
best person to whom to go for council and advice. 
After which, however, the priestly Absolution should 
be sought and looked for at the next Communion. 

24. When oUr sins have been forgiven we ought 
not straightway to forget them. We need still to daily 
examine ourselves, and to be on our guard lest we fall 
into renewed offences. 

And also at stated periods, particularly in Lent, we 
should look back through our whole lives, and humble 



i Srltebr in ti)e :foxqibentii at ^tnir. 175 

ourselves for our misdoings before God. A. //. 3 ; 
XXV. 7 ; Ixxvii, 5, 6, 10. 

25. This may be the means of saving us from two 
serious faults. One, the forgetting that we have any 
sins in particular to repent of at all, and so becoming 
careless about practising godliness. The other, the 
being puffed up with spiritual pride, and so falling into 
a worse sin in the end than those we fled from at the 
beginning. 

26. We have also this encouragement, humbly to 
remember our sins ; that if we do so ourselves God will 
put them altogether out of His own remembrance ; 
and that if we judge ourselves for them, we shall not 
be judged for them hereafter. 

And this warning ; that if we ourselves are careless 
about them, and think they do not matter, they will 
all be found written and remembered against us at the 
great Last Day. Acts tit, 19 ; Isa, xliv, 22 ; i Cor. 
xu 31 ; I^ev, XX. 12. 



XXIV. 

/ BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF 

THE BODY, 



1-8. Reiurreotloa and Aioeasion. 4-7. The reBumotlon body 
«< this fleBh.*' 8, 9. But glorified. 

1. At some time when the world is going on in the 
full impulse of its career ; when generals are going out 
with their armies to war ; and ships laden with goods 
are crossing the seas ; while at home men are busy in 
the work of their farms and shops ; and young men 
and women are courting, and being married and given 
in marriage ; everything will suddenly come to a stop 
at the sound of the ArchangeFs trumpet. 5. Zuke 
xvii, 26-30 ; I TTiess, iv, 16. 

2. At the sound of that trumpet all the bodies of 
the dead will come together again, bone to its bone, 
and flesh over all ; and all souls will come out of the 
Place of Waiting, and will enter each into the body 
that belongs to it. S, John v. 28, 29; 2 Cor. v. 10; 
Jiev» XX. 13 ; Dan. xii. 2. 
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3. Our Lord Jesus Christ will appear at the same 
time in the clouds, and the dead in Christ will rise to 
meet Him first. Afterwards those Christian and good 
people who are alive on earth will be caught up to 
Him. I T/iess, w. 16, 17. 

4. The living who are caught up to Christ will take 
with them the very bodies with which they were born 
and which they had all their lives. Only a certain change 
will come to pass in them whereby they will lose the 
nature of corruption and become capable of receiving 
glory and other gifts. Jod xix, 25-27 ; i Cor, xv, 42-44. 

5. Our Lord's Body will also be the same as that 
in which He rose from the dead on Easter Day, which 
was the same which suffered death on Good Friday. 
Ever since the Ascension this Body has been perfected 
in glory, and therefore it will be in that glory that His 
people will behold Him when He returns to Judgment 
at the Last Day. S. Luke xxiv. 39 ; 2 Thess, i, 7, 10. 

6. The souls in the Place of Waiting will, in like 
manner, be given bodies of flesh. These will not be 
new bodies created for them, but the former bodies in 
which they used to live while on earth, and which will 
be restored to being by the Almighty power of God. 
I Cor, XV, 52-54. 

7. This appears extremely wonderful to us now, 

M 
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because we know so little about the spiritual world 
and the spiritual side of our nature. But it may seem 
quite natural when our eyes are once opened to the 
sight and knowledge of things now invisible. 

8. The resurrection bodies of the righteous will be 
conformed to the likeness of the glorified Body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. They will be purified from all that 
was formerly in them of corruption; they will be endued 
with new powers and beauty ; and will be made such 
as to be the perfect habitations of perfect souls. /%//. 
///. 2 1 ; 1 S. John iii, 2. 

9. As indications of time will have passed away, 
there will neither be infants nor old men, at least in 
the way we understand those terms at present The 
infant soul will have grown in the knowledge and love 
of God, and the body will be the perfect expression of 
the state it has attained to. And people who have 
grown old in the flesh, but whose souls are filled with 
the unageing endless life of Christ, will have their 
bodies restored to them perfectly fitted to that blessed 
condition. Isa, Ixv. 20. 



XXV. 

/ BELIEVE IN THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 



lA. Life, and its greatest Joy. 6-8. Degrees of glory. 9-14. 
The Land of the Blessed. 16. The Lost. 16, 17. Our present 
dnty. 

1. Eternal Life is begun here on earth by all those 
who receive the Holy Spirit in Baptism and are made 
members of Christ. S, John v. 2^\ i S.John v, 12. 

2. They who, to the end of this life, persevere in 
the grace of God, will enter into the fulness of Eternal 
Life after the great Judgment Day. Our Lord will 
then say to them " Come, ye blessed children of My 
Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world." S. Matt, xxv, 34. 

3. The greatest joy of Eternal Life will consist in 
beholding the Beatific Vision. Ps. xvL 11 ; xvii, 15 ; 
I Cor, xiti, 1 2 ; I^ev, xxii, 4. 

4. It is impossible for mortal men to say anything 
worthily about that. But by it is meant, the sight of 
the beauty and glory and wondrousness of God 
Himself. 
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5. Our I^ord makes the attainment of love to 
Himself the very chief and greatest thing for us to 
strive after. We may therefore gather that they who 
have loved Him most, and in love served Him best, 
will be the nearest to Him in everlasting life. 5. JbAn 
xiv. 23, 24; I Cor. xtii ; 1 S.John iv, 7-21. 

6. In other respects there will be differences among 
the redeemed. The twelve Apostles will sit on twelve 
thrones. The martyrs will have palm branches. Those 
who, by God's mercy, have kept themselves undefiled 
by impurity will have a special honour of their own. 
Our Lord speaks of appointing some who have done 
well to be rulers over cities : it is to be inferred there- 
fore that others will be the citizens of those cities. 
And the prophet Daniel foretells that a singular glory 
will be given to those who turn many to righteousness. 
S. Matt. xix. 28 ; Rev. vii. 9, 13, 14 ; xiv, 1-5 ; •S. Luke 
xix. 16-20; JDan. xiL 3. 

7. Another distinction is plainly to be made with 
reference to the Dispensations under which the saved 
have lived. Those saved under the Covenant of 
Christianity are elected as a body, by God's predesti- 
nation, to a higher class and consequently greater 
honour than those saved under the Jewish Covenant. 
S, Matt. XI. II ; £/>h, i. S, ii. 
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And those saved under the Jewish Covenant we 
must certainly believe are elect to a higher glory and 
will form a separate class above those saved under 
God's general covenant of love and mercy with all His 
creatures. J^om, ix, 4, 5 ; xi, 28. 

But all the redeemed, whatever their place, will be 
content and fully happy ; and will rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory in the sweet love and 
goodness of the Lord our God. 

8. God has a perfect right to do what He pleases 
with any and all of His people. And He has made His 
election and predestination of them to varying degrees 
of blessedness an important part of the teaching 
delivered to us by His holy Apostles. J^om. ix. 20, 
2 1 ; 2 Tim. ii, 20 ; Isa, Ixiv, 8. 

9. There will be a new heavens and new earth so 
beautiful that the former condition of the world will 
not be remembered nor come into mind. The new 
earth will be as a part of Heaven itself, and in 
it God's ransomed people will live. Eev, xxi, i, 3 j 
Im. I XV. 17. 

10. We measure time now chiefly by the alter- 
nations of night and <lay, and of the seasons of the 
year. Bui when there is no longer any night, and 
always a perpetually lovely season with no limit to 
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bound it, time will be taken no count of. jRei'. xxi. 
23, 25; xxii. 2. 

1 1. The multitude of the redeemed who have part 
in this blessedness will have been made perfectly good. 
It will not therefore be possible for any difficulties or 
troubles to aiise among them. jRriK xxii. 3. 

12. Neither pain, nor sorrow, nor suffering, nor 
sin, nor death, will ever be felt or known by them any 
more. jRev, xxi. 4. 

13. But there will doubtless be many diversities 
of pleasure and occupation : only no occupation will 
bring weariness, and of no pleasure will they tire. 

14. S. Paul sums up the joys of Heaven by saying 
*• Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him." i Cor. ii. 9. 

15. Our Lord and the Apostles foretell dreadful 
things about what is to befall the ungodly. God's 
Justice will be manifested in this, and they will for 
ever lose that happiness which was once offered them 
and they were too wicked to try for. Yet God's Love 
will be above everything even in their punishment, 
and though we cannot understand it now, we shall 
perhaps when our eyes are opened. 2 TJiess. i. 8, 9 ; 
I^ev. xiv. 11; XX. 15 ; xxi. 8. 
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1 6. Since the prospect of all this happiness for 
ever and ever is before us, we should " use all dili- 
gence to make our calling and election sure ; " and 
not allow anything which the world can offer us, for 
the short and uncertain time we are on earth, to draw 
us away from following after it. 2 S. Peter i. 10. 

17. We ought, as Christians, to be happy and un- 
selfish in our lives, and free from care : and to love 
and praise God unceasingly for His love and goodness 
to us. 

Amen. 
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